Tidings

Tidings from Community United Methodist Church
May 12, 2008

Please enjoy all the news from CUMC. The topics below show how the news is organized. You may Control-Click on a
title to jump to a topic of special interest to you.

Worship News

Our Joys and Concerns

Upcoming Special Events, Fellowship and Spiritualit y
Social Concerns and Missions

Youth

Children’s News

Christian Education for Adults

Weekly Schedule

For more information about Community United Methodist Church please call the church office at 630-355-1483 or visit
www.communityunitedmethodist.org. For our regularly updated monthly calendar, please click here.

Pastor’s Note

Throughout the book of Acts we can draw the idea that when the Holy Spirit moves in you, you had better get up and go.
You will be able to do what you never knew was in you.

On Pentecost, the Spirit that moved Jesus’ disciples produced a miracle of communication.

Throughout the gift of the spirit, suddenly the disciple knew how to tell people what they had experienced, how to tell the
story of Jesus to strangers.

What makes their ability all the more amazing is that the strangers heard the story in their own languages.

Now on that Pentecost day, they each heard in their own tongue, their first language, the language which their mothers
sang to them when they were in the cradle.

The Holy Spirit made it possible for every person there to hear the message of salvation without having translated it
internally.

Jesus came from God to be one of us, to communicate God’s love in the form of another human being.

The Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to speak to people on Pentecost in their native languages, the form they could
best understand.

Our task today is to share the gospel in multiple cultures; in the form they can best understand the language of their
hearts.

Some learn better through the language of art, some learn better through the language of music, some through games
and some drama. We also use different languages to communicate the message of God during our church life. We sing
songs and pray in silence. We decorate with different kinds of art and we present the gospel with skits and liturgical
dance.

When the Holy Spirit moves in us, we will be able to communicate in ways we never knew. Let us open our hearts. The
Spirit already has started to stir! - - - Haeran Kim

Worship News

Chapel worship, 5:00 pm—Saturday

Saturday, May 17 — Rev. Tom Babler preaching
Saturday, May 24 —  Rev. Haeran Kim preaching
Saturday, May 31 - Rev. Haeran Kim preaching
Saturday, June 7 - Preacher TBA

Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary, 8:30 and 11:0  0—Sunday

Sunday, May 18 - Confirmation Sunday - Rev. Tom Babler preaching
Sunday, May 25 — Rev. Haeran Kim preaching

Sunday, June 1 - Rev. Tom Babler preaching

NOTE: CHANGE OF WORSHIP TIME TO 10:30 AM (6/8/08)

Sunday, June 8 - Rev. Beth Elders preaching

On Center/Contemporary Worship in the Tent, 11:00—S  unday

Sunday, May 18 - Preacher TBA

Sunday, May 25 - Beth Elders preaching

Sunday, June 1 - Rev. Al Streyfeller preaching

NOTE: CHANGE OF WORSHIP TIME TO 10:30 AM (6/8/08)
Sunday, June 8 - Preacher TBA

Holy Communion served on the first Sunday of the month



Sunday School at 9:30 am
Child care—At all services

CUMC prayer gathering — Wednesdays at 6:30 pm inth e Chapel
Each Wednesday for a short service of prayer and song in the chapel.

CUMC's Joys and Concerns

We pray with : with Sylvia Kupferer and her family after the death of her mother, Grace Russell Smith, on April 10 in
Winnsboro, Louisiana.

with Judy Singer and her family and friends after the death of her mother, Polly Brooker, on April 11.

with the family of Hugh Christ who died April 23, 2008. Services were held May 1 at the Century Memorial Chapel in
Naperville.

with the family of Ethel Rickert who died on April 19, 2008 at the age of 91. Ethel is the sister-in-law of Pearl Thoman and
a long-time member of Community Church. Services were held April 24 in Naperville.

with Kathy Adams and family. Kathy’'s mother Pearl Burgin died 4/28/08. The service was held May 3 at Daleiden
Funeral Home in Aurora.

Marianna McCauley and family thank the congregation for the many signs of support and love offered during this difficult
time.

We pray for our troops and their families: Christopher Coyle, Blake Crosby, John Ferrin, Joseph Pitonyak, Bryce Pope,
Andrew Dean Russell, and Vincent Simonetti.

We celebrate with Joyce and Al Brunsting on the birth of a granddaughter Amelia Corrine Brunsting born April 25 to
parents Mike and Jean Brunsting of Crest Hill, lllinois

with the Hubert family - - Dear Family and Friends,

God has blessed us to be able to share with all of you the beginning of the most recent

chapter in Josselin’s continuing saga.

This beautiful morning May 1, 2008, Judge Dudgeon granted the final order of adoption.

We are so honored to be able to introduce to you our new 13 year-old daughter Josselin

Sarahi Hubert-Garcia.

What an incredible new blessing by God we have experienced this past month in Josselin’s Honduran parents, Ricardo
and Flor de Maria, having the strength, courage and love to open this new door of opportunity for their daughter Josselin.
We are humbled by their faith in God and their trust in our Hubert family.

Next Monday we begin the U.S. Department of Homeland Security process to gain Josselin’s residency status (green
card) and her citizenship. We pray that Homeland Security will move expeditiously in her case, so that her wait to visit
Honduras once again will be measured in months and not in years.

Thank you so very much for all your thoughts and prayers for this special child of God.

Peace, Greg

We welcome New Members who joined CUMC 5/11

Mary Carhart, 503 Chamberlain Ln., #203, Naperville 60540, graduated from North Central College
and married Robert Carhart of Naperville in 1953. They raised their three children in Naperville. Over
the years, Mary has had several positions, including school librarian and Congressional staff member.
In the 1980s she and her husband established and operated Carhart's Greenhouses on Route 59. Bob
died in 1992 and that year Mary moved to Boulder Hill, mailing address in Montgomery, IL. Her roots
are in the Evangelical Church, where she was baptized and confirmed. She and Bob were members of
Wesley Methodist for many years. While in Boulder Hill, Mary joined Neighborhood Church of the
Brethren, from which she will be transferring. She has many interests, including music, reading, walking and her 9
grandchildren. Mary’s sponsors are Harris and Ruth Fawell. Phone: 630-355-1846.

Alan and Melissa DeCamp live at 2295 Reflections Drive in Aurora in the Reflections subdivision.
Alan works as a paramedic for the Pleasantview Fire District. Melissa teaches Spanish at Wredling
Middle School in St. Charles. Melissa is joining by reaffirmation of faith. Her sponsor is Janet Eifler.
Phone: 630-414-6010.

Vince Hurd, 1700 Robin Lane, Apt. 414, Lisle, IL 60532, and his wife, Louise,
arrived in Naperville in 2003 to join their daughter, Betsy Roche, who is in
healthcare, because of Louise’s physical condition. Louise passed away in
2005, and Vince has been a regular attendee in Community UMC. Vince and
family started in Pennsylvania and have lived and worked in Houston, Boston

and Montreal. Vince is joining as an associate member while he retains his
membership at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX. His
sponsor is Betsy Roche. Phone: 630-271-9342

Another celebration!

On June 7" at 7:00 p.m., during a worship service at the Northern lllinois Annual Conference, Beth
Elders will take the next steps in her journey of faith as she becomes Commissioned as a Deacon in The
United Methodist Church.

This is an important milestone for the soon-to-be Rev. Elders, as she enters into clergy status in the
UMC and becomes a probationary member of the Conference. After three years of probation/residency,
Beth will then be eligible for full ordination as a Deacon. (For more information on the orders of ministry in
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the United Methodist Church and the role of the Deacon, please see:
http://www.gbhem.org/site/c.IsKSL3POLVF/b.3589309/ )

After many years of discernment, Beth answered her call to ministry in St. Louis, MO in 2003. While teaching
elementary music in the Francis Howell School District, Beth was given a mentor and began the official candidacy process
in the UMC. After completing her Masters in Music Education in 2005, she enrolled in Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Evanston, IL, from where she graduated in 2007 with a Master of Arts in Christian Education. She
transferred from the Missouri Conference to the Northern lllinois Conference in 2007, and was then approved for
Commissioning at the spring gathering of the NIC Board of Ordained Ministry.

The CUMC family is invited to be present for the Commissioning and Ordination worship service, which takes
place at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, IL at 7:00 on June 7", as we celebrate God’s calling in Beth’s life and look to
an exciting future of her ministries. In celebration of her Commissioning, Beth will also be preaching at both Sanctuary
services on Sunday, June 8"

Upcoming Special Events, Fellowship and Spiritualit y

The UMW Mother-Child Dessert
is May 12 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Anyone who is a mother, has a mother, or knows a mother is invited to
enjoy the music of the children’s choirs and share yummy desserts. P.S. Bring a yummy dessert to share

May 16 & 17 - Community Players
Community Players first presented ARSENIC AND OLD LACE twenty-five years
ago. This is the first time Community UMC's theater group has revived a
production. Those who have seen this wonderful play already know why the cast is so excited. Those who have
never met the Brewsters and all of the other amusing characters in ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, will also have an
evening of surprises and laughter.
The cast includes Nate Burke, Ken Cox, Bryan Craig, Dean Craig, Ed Green, Eddie Green, David Green, Dave
Jenkins, Stephanie Hild, Garth Lawson, Jill Morrow, Jim Morrow, Pam Smith, Graham Wills, and Dale
Zimmerman. The play will be directed by Oliver Taylor, who played Mortimer Brewster in 1983.
Plan to attend one (or more) of the performances at 8:00P.M. on May 9, 10, 16, or 17, 2008, in the sanctuary of
Community United Methodist Church at 20 North Center Street in Naperville, IL. Tickets are $10.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children (12 and under.) Phone Ken Cox at 1-630-983-8707 to reserve your tickets.

The Community Swingers
women'’s softball team is looking for new members. Practices and games are Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. For
more information or to sign up, contact Becky Klein-Collins, (630)355-1351

LET US JOIN TOGETHER AND CELEBRATE
THE MINISTRY OF REVEREND DANITA ANDERSON
Please join us in saying farewell to
Danita
June 1*" 2008
4 p.m. program at
Woodridge United Methodist Church
A time for fellowship and food will immediately follow the program
Moments for personal reflections, memories or just plain funny stories of Rev. Danita will be provided during this program.
. The Superintendency Committee is asking the Aurora District churches, Rev. Danita’s colleagues, family and friends to
contact Rev. Jodeen Immer @ MillbrokUMC@aol.com or
Clarice Boswell @ wboswellx@aol.com
to be included in this program.

Let us say “good bye” to Danita in a fashion that reflects her commitment and faithfulness to the last seven years as the
Aurora District Superintendent.

The Aurora District Superintendencey Committee sends you this invitation and looks forward to your participation
Woodridge UMC, 2700 — 75" Street, Woodridge
#630-968-6050

Social Concerns and Missions

CUMC Bowlers Benefit PADS - Five CUMC PADS volunteers formed the “Community Alleycats” team at the
annual Bowlorama, held at Fox Bowl, Wheaton, Saturday, April 19: Chuck Borcher (PM, Laundry), Cindy
O’Drobinak (Dinner), Jim Rainwaters (Midnight), Keith Silin (Dinner), and Scott Shallcross (PM Supervisor). Our
enthusiastic, if not quite professional, bowlers joined 20 other teams for this major fundraiser.

Chuck Borcher won a 2 piece KFC dinner by rolling five consecutive strikes in game one. Scott Shallcross was
high team scorer with games of 161, 168 and 179.

Nancy and Bob Schroeder provided moral support, while sharing in the pizza and 310 calorie ice cream bars.
Nancy Shroeder.

If you would like to be on Missions email list and receive up to date information on mission progress and
activities at CUMC please email Dave Korb at korbd@yahoo.com.

Music




Youth

Confirmation Day is May 18. Come celebrate the journeys of faith of our o grade Confirmation class, as they
make their public profession of faith and commitment during the 11:00 Sanctuary service. Then, join us
downstairs in fellowship hall for a reception to honor them and take part in an exciting Rent-A-Confirmand Silent
Auction (more details to follow...)

Calling all 2008 Graduates!

School’s almost over, and CUMC would like to recognize you for your many accomplishments!

% You and your family are invited to join us in worship on Sunday, June 1% during our 8:30 and 11:00

worship services for our Graduate Recognition Sunday!

In order for our congregation to get to know you and your many accomplishments a bit better, we'd like to include
you in a Graduation bulletin insert. If you'd like to be included in this insert, we're in need of the following items no
later than May 21°

A recent photo (headshot only, please)

A brief bio, describing your high school involvement and your plans after graduation
Please e-mail the above items to me (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) or drop them off with the church
office at your earliest convenience. Let me know if you have any questions, etc.
Again, CONGRATULATIONS on your upcoming graduation! May God continue to bless you in the years ahead.

Children’s News

Children’s Summer Sunday School

CUMC'’s Children’'s Summer Sunday School begins June 8™ and we're in
need of your help!!

During the summer months, our children’s Sunday school ministries take a bit
of a different form in order to accommodate our families’ schedules. There
will be no 9:30 Sunday School, but Sunday school will take place during our
10:30 worship services (please note the change in worship times for the
summer!). Immediately after children’s time in the Sanctuary or the drama in
the Tent, children ages 4 through 5" grade are invited to join us in Fellowship
Hall for a time of fellowship and formation, while children ages 2 and 3 years
old are invited to join us in the 2's & 3's Sunday school room (room 207).

However, in order for this ministry to happen we need your help! We need 2 parent volunteers to help out in both
the 2's & 3's as well as the preschool and elementary-age classrooms. All curriculum as well as all prep work for
crafts, etc. will be completed for you — all the teachers have to do is help lead the lesson and activities of the day.
Again this year we will be using the one room Sunday school curriculum from Live B.I.G (a hit from last year!).

To volunteer to help with this summer’s children’s Sunday school, e-mail or call Beth Elders
(belders@communityunitedmethodist.org or 630/355-1483).

United Vacation Bible School — Beach Party: Surfing Through the Scriptures — takes place June
23" -26" from 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Registration is now open to the Naperville and surrounding communities, as well as to all CUMC
families. Reserve your child’s place today!

Al registration closes on May 12",

For more information, please contact Beth Elders (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org).

FLAME/Acolyte Gatherings

The last FLAME/acolyte meeting of the 2007-2008 academic year will take place on Saturday, May 17" from
9:30-10:30 a.m. During this time together, we’ll recognize our “graduating” 6" graders and chat about
upcoming summer events.

If your child will be in 46" grade during the 2008-2009 school year, we'd like to invite them to be a part of this
growing ‘Tweens’ ministry. In addition to serving as acolytes in our Sanctuary worship services, children in this
group also meet once a month for a time of fellowship and formation — learning about worship, the United
Methodist Church, the Bible, and other important aspects of their faith through fun activity-based experiences
and in-depth conversations. This group helps serve youth who are in-beTWEEN childhood and their teen
years, helping them rest securely in their identity as a child of God during an ever changing time of their lives.
Watch your inboxes for more information on some FUN summer activities!

For more information on this ministry, please contact Beth Elders (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org).

The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian, the

Walt Disney movie based upon the C.S. Lewis

series under the same name, opens in theaters
on May 16"



The PG-rated movie should be an EXCELLENT opportunity for children and adults to explore themes of God’s calling in
your life and good triumphing over evil, while also discovering the strong Biblical and Christological parallels found within
the movie.

If you've seen the movie or read the book, join Beth Elders in room 101 on Saturday, March 24" from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for
a time of discussion. [This is a child-friendly event that is open to children (and adults!) of all ages!]

Christian Education for Adults

Regular Weekly Meeting Schedule
Check church calendar at www.communityunitedmethodist.org — “calendar” — lower right hand corner

Hunger Commission - - _It's Time To PassAlong
Green leaves are poking their heads up in the garden. It's finally almost spring! The Hunger Commission,
however, is thinking June, Saturday, June 7, to be exact. That's the day of our thirteenth annual PassAlong
Perennial Plant Sale.
We have already ordered more than 1,600 plants from professional nurseries and they are planted and receiving
tender loving care from our members. We always hope every year to get donations from your gardens to make
our sale even more personal (and profitable). In the last twelve years we made $88,598 in profit that all went to
hunger causes in the US and the world.
If you have perennials in your garden that need thinning or dividing, please consider sharing them with us. We
have lots of pots and soiless dirt. All you need to do is stick your clumps in a bag with a slip telling us the variety
and put them up against the wall of the Benton garage. We want to get all the plants potted before May 6 so that
their root structures will be developed, and they will be ready to plant in our customer’s gardens. Give Nancy
Abernethy a phone call (420-2170) to let her know that you have dropped off perennials so that we can plant them
in a timely manner. If you would like to join one of the planting parties in the parsonage garage, please call and
get details. We have a wonderful time. The Hunger Commission

Youth Director Search Update

Library News - by Forrest Rice

Rev. Tom Babler called me last week to ask about the history of our church newspaper, Tidings. Many of you are
aware that soon Tidings will adopt an electronic format, though print versions still will be available. According to
our archival index, Box 27 contains Tidings issues from 1953 to 1955, and sure enough, after almost dropping a
heavy box on my head, | unearthed them in our church “vault” or storage closet.

Originally, the newsletter was titled “First Church Tidings,” and the inaugural issue was produced in March, 1953.
| suspect the idea of a newspaper was promoted by pastor Paul Washburn, who arrived at the church in the
summer of 1952. If anyone knows more about the paper’s origins, please let me know.

The first publisher was the church Publicity Committee, and the first editors were Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stoos,
sponsors of the Young Adult Group, who enlisted the assistance of a half dozen young adults to type and
mimeograph the paper. The purpose of the paper was “to keep you informed of church activities and community
affairs.” It was also intended “to honor those individuals who perform outstanding” tasks for the church.

The first issue was the size of our current church bulletin and contained 8 pages. The page one story was the
upcoming Holy Week activities, which included services every evening that week beginning at 7:45pm and a
Good Friday service from 12 noon to 3pm.

Rev. Washburn called on the congregation to fast from the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service through
the end of the Good Friday ceremonies.

Interior pages featured articles on the Women'’s Society, the Men'’s Lenten Breakfast series of services, which
attracted 40-60 men every Wednesday during Lent for a meal and devotions, and young men serving in Korea.
One feature | liked was a full page tribute to Muriel Klass, who was described as “our talented parish worker.” I'm
not sure what this meant, but the idea of a monthly tribute to those who labor mightily, and quietly, in the church
vineyards, people like Nancy Abernathy, Elmer Schirmer, Rich Fleming, Gertie Brown, and Bette Barkdoll-to
suggest a few-seems very appropriate to me. Perhaps that can be a feature of the “New Tidings.”

Finally, just to prove that little is really new at CUMC, Rev. Washburn called on the congregation to raise an extra
$1500 between Easter and the end of the church’s fiscal year in June in order to avoid a deficitt Where have we
heard that before? Happy Reading.

Rethinking the E-Word (“Evangelism”) - Lynn Pries

At the request of Judy Burton, Chairperson of the Evangelism Committee, | was asked to write the following
article for the Tidings. At a recent meeting of that committee, several people expressed their desire to find another
word for “evangelism.” Some felt the word has been tainted by the scandals involving TV “evangelists.” Others
felt that “evangelism” describes churches that aggressively invite people to their churches and think their church is
the only way to salvation. Still others felt that the “E-word” has been frequently used to describe politically
conservative Christians. These members of Community United Methodist Church feel that these understandings
of the word, “evangelical,” do not describe our church.

This discussion resonates deeply with me. | have struggled to understand the word “evangelism” personally.
Early in my ministry, | entered an academic program to study evangelism and earn a Doctor Ministry degree at
Garrett-Evangelical Seminary, in Evanston, lllinois. Evangelism was a part of my early church experience. | grew
up in an Evangelical United Brethren Church in Minnesota and attended a week of church camp every year. The
senior high church camp consisted of Bible study, small groups, swimming, and an evening evangelistic service
that was designed to move the youth to a first commitment or a deeper commitment to follow Jesus as Lord and
Savior. Every evening, the service ended with an altar call to come to the front and make that commitment. In
those experiences, | discerned a call to ordained ministry.



Over many years, | have seen that the definition of the word “evangelism” shifting to perceptions that members of
our Evangelism Committee shared.

In my academic study, | discovered that the word “evangelist” has been used to describe the four Gospel writers
and traveling circuit riders who founded thousands of United Methodist churches. In decades prior to the Civil
War, Charles Finney and other anti-slavery “evangelists” traveled throughout our nation preaching in evangelical
worship services that demanded that those who had just accepted Jesus as Savior free their slaves.

I think it is time to reclaim the words, “evangelism,” “evangelical,” and “evangelist.” | think we need to
enthusiastically share our faith and feel comfortable in inviting people to our church. Many United Methodist
Church throughout our nation are declining in worship attendance and in the participation of young adults.

Did you know that the word “evangelical” means bringing a message of good news? The origin of the word
evangelism is from the Greek language that was used by the inspired writers of the New Testament. The word
“evangelism” comes the Greek words, “Ev” meaning “good” and “angelion” indicating communicating a message.
From the same origin come the English words angel (messenger) and Gospel (good news). Evangelism means
telling good news. Since Christians understand that the meaning of the word, “Gospel” is “good news,”
evangelism also means communicating the Gospel. Remember that the word “angel” is inside the word “ev angel
ism.”

| think we need to reclaim the meaning of evangelism. Our church needs members who feel comfortable in
sharing their faith and inviting people to church. When we allow “evangelism” to be defined by its use in the
media, our Christian witness is diminished. People searching for meaning and purpose are not invited to our
church and to becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ.

We may need a little help in understanding how to share our faith. Your Evangelism Committee will be working

on ways to help us recover this word and encourage us to invite people to our church

OnCenter
"Please join us in the Tent for a special Pentecost celebration on May 11 featuring the music and text of Brian
McLaren's, "Everything Must Change." We will study the Pentecost Story and the Emergent Church, while
asking questions about the proper narrative and passions we must claim in response to these topics. See you
there!"

Senior Service News
At Community United Methodist Church we are intentional in our ministry to the elderly. Aspects of that ministry
are our special Senior worship/fellowship services for our congregational members and for residents of several
community Assisted Living Homes, and a monthly service for those with dementia, our Reminiscence Service.
By this Fall we will have held the special Senior Services for three years. Each month the Reminiscence Service
is held on the second Tuesday from 10:30 a.m.-
11:15 a.m. We were initially asked by the staff of the Sunrise Homes in Naperville to provide a monthly service for
their residents who have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. They asked that the service embody a sensory
experience for the residents. We have provided a service with meditative organ music, candlelight, and the beauty
of our stained-glass windows with their beautiful artwork. The service is also a worship service, with Scripture, a
meditation, and hymn singing for all.
Church member Kim Johnson has graciously volunteered as organist, for the service since January, 2006. She
shares her outstanding gift of music with her organ music, and her lovely voice. Kim also schedules musicians
and soloists for each service. We have been richly blessed with 22 volunteers who help walk the residents from
their van, and worship alongside them. Their interest, communication, and love to the residents is a joy to be a
part of. Pastor Haeran Kim lovingly delivers a monthly warm welcome to all.
Twenty-two volunteers sounds plentiful, as it is. However, many of our volunteers travel, and for many services
we have up to twenty-four residents. Usually we will have about 14 volunteers present at a service. Our goal is to
have one volunteer per resident, so we encourage members to join us for a service and help the residents enjoy
their caring as they worship with the residents.. Helping even once or twice a year is warmly appreciated!
The Senior Services for those in Assisted Living and congregational members is held the third Wednesday each
month. The next service is May 21, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. The worship services, the friendships formed with the
residents, plus the fellowship with other members have been a source of growth and joyful worship to all
participants. We will discuss the volunteer needs of that service in an upcoming E-Tidings.
All the support, time, and love toward the Senior Worship Services has been so appreciated. For further
information, please contact Sally McFaul at (630)378-0693 or E-mail to samcfaul@sbcglobal.net

Summer Activity
Science Adventures will be holding Summer Science Day Camps at CUMC the weeks of July 28, August 4
and August 11. Information and registration is available at www.scienceadventures.com or by calling
1.888.458.1812




