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 Next Issue: December 15, deadline December 11 

News Highlights 

Radical Hospitality Workshop 
The five fruitful practices of a healthy church are radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity.  Learn more about radical hospitality 
and how to move newcomers to people who belong, at this special one-hour workshop on Saturday, December 5 
at 10:00 a.m.  As an example of hospitality, treats will be provided for the workshop! 

“A Child Is Born” Christmas Concert 
Community UMC’s annual Christmas Concert will be Sunday, December 6.  The concert begins at 4:00 p.m. with 
the handbell choirs in Fellowship Hall.  Hot cider will be served at intermission.  The second half of the concert will 
then be in the Sanctuary, featuring the adult and children’s vocal ensembles, the dancers, and a brass ensemble.  
All are invited to celebrate the season with Community UMC’s music ministries at this free program.  Bring the 
whole family, and invite some friends. 

Secret Angels “Soles for Africa” Project 
Adults and children, clean out your closets and drop off your gifts of gently-used children's shoes in the box just 
outside Beth Elders’ office by December 12.  If you find any adult shoes or clothing while cleaning, you can put 
them in the green bin in the back parking lot (please bag all donations) to benefit DuPage PADS. 

The Secret Angels service club for elementary-age children will be meeting at Community UMC on December 12 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. to collect the shoes, and to bake cookies to share with the residents of a local 
nursing home.  As the cookies bake, we'll watch the new Veggie Tales movie "Saint Nicholas: A Story of Joyful 
Giving" and learn some more about the joy of giving what God has given us to others.  After the movie, we'll 
carpool over to the nursing home to share our cookies and our voices as we sing Christmas carols together! 
 

 

Worship News 
Advent Message Series:  Plugging Into Christmas 

December 5 and 6:   Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter. 
“Part of the Plan,” Luke 1:68-79 
Lectionary:  Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

December 12 and 13:   Rev. Beth Elders, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Mark Jacobs, OnCenter. 
 “Outside the Box,” Luke 1:39-45 
Lectionary:  Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

December 19 and 20:   Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter. 
 “Discovering Joy,” Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Lectionary:  Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

Advent Chapel Worship 
Community UMC will again offer weekly Wednesday morning worship services in the Chapel.  Services will be 
December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 7:00 a.m.  The services last about one-half hour. 

Senior Outreach Services 
Our monthly services of worship and fellowship for seniors will include special Christmas music in December.  
The Reminiscence service, for persons with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia, will be on Tuesday, 
December 8 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  The Senior Fellowship Service, for homebound persons, will be on 
Wednesday, December 16 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
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Joys and Concerns 
Our Sympathy 

�  To Tom and Beth Buffington, after the death of Tom’s mother, Marion Buffington, on November 21. 

Our Troops and their Families 
We continue to pray for our troops and their families: John Aitchison, Matthew Burke, Ryan Gray, Matthew 
McFee, Vincent Simonetti and Brad Woltman. 
 

 

Staff Note 
Cindy Lytle, the Director of Worship for OnCenter, will be moving to Florida with her husband Mike in late 
November.  The Staff Parish Relations Committee cordially invites the congregation to a reception in Zucker 
Hall for Cindy Lytle on December 13 following 11:00 services. If you wish to write a letter to be included in 
a memories book for Cindy, please pick up stationery from an usher at a worship service or from the church 
office.  Please return the letter to the office by December 10. 

When I was provided the opportunity to write a farewell note to you, I was both 
thrilled and petrified.  How do you say goodbye to a group of people who have meant 
so much and been such a part of my life? 

I first came to CUMC in 2002 and was thrilled to find a place where I was encouraged 
to think about my faith and to question and dig deeper into my personal beliefs.  This 
has been a safe place for me to continue to develop my faith and the church has 
provided several opportunities (or 2x4’s!) for me  – through worship, serving on a 
variety of committees, learning so much about compassion from our Stephen 
Ministers, helping to lead (and be led by) a great group of youth in the confirmation 
class, and through dear friends who were great about speaking the truth in love in our 
covenant group.  God has truly provided a gift to me in getting to know you.  

OnCenter was just a glimmer when I first came to CUMC and I was encouraged to 
see that we were trying to get a contemporary worship service started with one 
service a month.  With a lot of help and passion from a lot of people, the OnCenter service has grown to a weekly 
service with growing attendance and it has been such a gift to be part of this passionate worship and to have the 
privilege to lead the service for most of 2009.  It has also been such a joy to work with the staff and many 
generous volunteers at CUMC….you have made my job fun and it is clear that God is moving in this church!  
As the authors of Annie put it, “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” 

In parting, there is a song I love (and it is always about a song!!) by Rascal Flatts  called “My Wish” (yes, it is 
country music) and the lyrics are what I hope for each of you.  

I hope the days come easy and the moments pass slow, and each road leads you where you want to go, 
And if you're faced with a choice and you have to choose, 
I hope you choose the one that means the most to you. 
And if one door opens to another door closed, I hope you keep on walkin' 'til you find the window, 
If it's cold outside, show the world the warmth of your smile, 
But more than anything, more than anything, 

My wish for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to, your dreams stay big, your worries stay small, 
You never need to carry more than you can haul, and while you're out there getting where you're getting to, 
I hope you know somebody loves you, and wants the same things too, Yeah, this, is my wish. 

I hope you never look back, but ya never forget, all the ones who love you, in the place you left, 
I hope you always forgive, and you never regret, and you help somebody every chance you get, 
Oh, you find God's grace, in every mistake, and always give more then you take. 
But more than anything, yeah, and more than anything, 

My wish for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to, your dreams stay big, your worries stay small, 
You never need to carry more than you can haul, and while you're out there getting where you're getting to, 
I hope you know somebody loves you, and wants the same things too, Yeah, this, is my wish. 

May God’s grace and peace be with you. 

In Christ’s love, 
Cindy Lytle 
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Community News 
Tower Chorale Concert 

“Rejoice!  A Holiday Celebration with Strings” will be presented by The Tower Chorale on Friday, December 11 
and Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. at St. John of the Cross Church, 5005 Wolf Road, Western Springs.  
The Chorale’s sacred and secular holiday music will be accompanied by brass, percussion, organ, and piano.  
Special guests will include Allegro!!!, the string ensemble from the Western Springs Suzuki School.  For tickets or 
more information, contact Bob Guenzler, (630)236-6324. 

Dr. Cornel West at North Central College 
The Student Governing Association and other academic and student organizations are excited to host Dr. Cornel 
West as the keynote speaker for the week-long celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 2010.  Dr. West will 
speak on the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s visit to North Central College, from the same stage and lectern as the 
great civil rights leader did in 1960.  The talk will be Friday, January 15 at 7 p.m. in Pfeiffer Auditorium.  Tickets 
are $10 for the public and are available starting Dec. 1 through the North Central Box Office, (630)637-SHOW. 

Ministry Reports 

Christian Education 
Family Movie Night 

Families of all ages are invited to come together on Friday, December 11 at 6 p.m. for fun, fellowship and faith as 
we watch "Mulan".  Bring your blankets (and your dinner, if you'd like) and settle in for a free night of family fun.  
Thematic munchies and beverages will be provided.  After the movie is over, we'll have some casual small-group 
conversations about issues of faith found in the movie and how it pertains to our own walk of faith. 

C3 College Outreach 
Thanks to all who are sponsoring students this year through the C3 Team.  There are 34 students participating in 
the program.  The students will certainly enjoy the notes of encouragement, holiday greetings, and birthday cards. 
Additionally, the students will receive packages that the college outreach team will be assembling with help from 
the sponsors.  We hope that students will remain connected with our church and know that we are keeping them 
in our prayers while they are away.  At Christmas time there will be a Pizza party on Sunday December 20 in the 
Sr. High YF room after the 11:00 services.  Please encourage any college students to attend and get back in 
touch with their YF friends. 

Missions 
Your Contributions to PADS Make a Difference 

On Sunday, November 8, Community UMC hosted an early Thanksgiving dinner for 35 homeless men, women 
and children.  Thanks to your continuing support of this program our guests enjoyed a dinner of turkey, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, rolls, green beans, cranberry sauce, jello, salad, and pumpkin pie.  In the morning they 
were served a hearty breakfast and each person left with a substantial sack lunch.  Several of the guests 
expressed their gratitude, but one stopped by the kitchen after the meal and said, “You may not hear this very 
often, but what you do is really appreciated.  You give up your time to make us this nice meal and give us a place 
to sleep… it means a lot to us.”   

We just wanted to share this with you.  Those of you who contribute food and your time are helping to add a little 
sunshine to the lives of these disadvantaged people.  Next month…Christmas ham on December 13!  Look for 
the sign up sheets in the vestibule on November 29. 

Judy Allen and Barb Dabrowski 

Marcy-Newberry Gift Trees 
Community UMC will again this year be in ministry with the Marcy-Newberry Association of Chicago to help 
provide their children with much-needed clothing, books, and other gifts at their annual Christmas party.  At press 
time, a few tags are still left on the gift trees outside worship, but they’re going fast!  Return your wrapped gifts to 
the church office by December 9.   Gifts will be delivered to Marcy-Newberry on December 11.  Volunteers are 
needed to deliver the gifts – please contact Beth Elders to volunteer to help.  We thank the Community of Parents 
for sponsoring the trees, and the children for decorating the ornaments. 
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United Methodist Men 
Advent Communion Service 

The Aurora district UMM invite the men of Community UMC to join them for the Advent Communion Service and 
Breakfast on Saturday, December 5, 8:00-10:30 a.m. at Lockport First UMC, 1000 S Washington, Lockport IL.  A 
District UMM meeting will be held after breakfast where we will discuss the men’s ministries and programs at our 
churches.  Please join us for a men’s service, a great breakfast and a program that will give us ideas for ministry 
to men.  Contact George Groves at groves101@earthlink.net for information, carpooling and RSVP. 

United Methodist Women 
Assembly 2010 

From April 30 to May 2 in St. Louis, Missouri, a broad and diverse gathering of women will convene Assembly 
2010 – a three-day conference hosted by United Methodist Women celebrating and empowering women of faith 
in mission for women, children, and youth. Assembly 2010 will build a constituency capable of generating bold 
action across the globe.  Inspired by faith and activated by justice, Assembly 2010 is a movement of women from 
all walks of life. Women will come together as one body to worship, fellowship with each other, and also to 
address and act upon issues affecting women, children and youth.  

This event represents one of the largest and most diverse groups of women of faith from the largest 
denominational faith organization for women, United Methodist Women.  A historic quadrennial event that attracts 
thousands, United Methodist Women’s Assembly has taken place since 1942, and has always been a gathering 
place to rejoice and mobilize women in mission for women, children and youth.  

The Assembly theme of “Faith • Hope • Love in Action” solidifies this gathering into a movement for all women of 
faith. The theme includes a vision statement and scripture passage (Colossians 1:3-6) guiding the collective 
vision for Assembly 2010.  The vision statement reads: 

As United Methodist Women who are disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to share… 
Faith: Our belief in the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Hope: Our expectation of needs met for all. 
Love: Our sisterhood of grace and our embodiment of justice 
In Action: We find fulfillment of Faith. Hope. Love in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Assembly registration includes all plenary sessions and worship; full access to exhibits, workshops, panel 
discussions and performances; and a limited-edition tote bag with Assembly materials such as an Assembly 
Program Book and Assembly 2010 commemorative pin.  Online registration has begun at www.umwmission.org. 

In addition to the full Assembly program, Assembly 2010 will offer pre-conference events on April 29: Ubuntu Day 
of Service and Mission Forward Symposium. A Zulu word meaning “I am human because you are human,” 
Ubuntu Day of Service is a mission service opportunity in the St. Louis community. The Mission Forward 
Symposium offers a series of panels on mission, history, vocation and the future of mission. 

Workshop participants will study the complex factors that contribute to many social issues and address how 
Christians can effectively respond and act for change. Topics will cover issues most affecting women and 
children, such as human rights, the environment, economic justice and health care.  

Assembly House Parties to mobilize registration for the event will take place February 23, 2010. House parties 
gather women together to learn more about Assembly 2010, and how to register and encourage individuals to 
attend.  Visit www.umwmission.org for information about hosting house parties. 

Trustees 
At their November meeting, the trustees reviewed the budget.  Ed Cotner, President, expects to be about $1000 
over budget at the end of 2009. 

New skylight repair solutions were employed by Jim McCloud and his trusty assistant, Bill Denwood.  Options for 
moving the library were also discussed in case the current solution doesn't resolve the leak. 

Bids have been received for repairing/replacing the broken stage door and some of the options are looking 
promising. 

Good news – the new garbage and recycling contract beginning March 2010 will save about $360 a year!  Plans 
are being made to replace some older appliances at 707 Sara Lane with new, energy efficient models. 

Thanks to all of you who donated to the parsonage down payment/maintenance fund. 

Finally, we are all grateful to Ed Cotner, Gail Voitik and Bob Atcheson for their years of dedicated service on the 
trustees. 
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Youth 

SHYFt Service Project 
The Senior High will be participating in a service project on Saturday, December 5.  We’ll meet in the youth room 
at 11:30, have lunch, and then head over to Family Shelter Service (605 East Roosevelt Rd. in Wheaton) to serve 
for about three hours.  Contact Nick Giannasi if you want to attend or want more information – you can also visit 
the FSS web site at www.familyshelterservice.org. 

JHYF Winter Retreat 
The JHYF winter retreat is at Covenant Harbor, Wisconsin from January 15 to 17.  We’ve just reduced the cost to 
$79!  Get your permission form from the website at http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/youth.html and give 
it to Nick Giannasi by December 15. 

Turkey Bowl Results 
Every year, the CUMC youth ministry plays a Thanksgiving-week football game called the Turkey Bowl. It' s a 
chance to get together, play football, eat chili and get to know each other better. No matter what the score, the 
game ends in a tie. This year, the game was tied 3-0. We had a great group of adult leaders help make the SHYFt 
(High School) and JHYF (junior high) Turkey Bowls a wonderful success! We had over 60 people participating in 
the two Turkey Bowls this year and everyone, from students to adults had a blast! A special thanks to Jeff Rubino, 
Mary Kay Doody, the Deahr family and Carol Cotner for providing chili dinner for everyone who participated! 

        
Left: A thrilling interception, probably, at the Turkey Bowl night game.  Right: The winning teams after their 3-0 tie. 

Year-End Reminders and Publication Note 
The church office will close at noon on Thursday, Dec. 24 and Thursday, Dec. 31.  The office and building will be 
closed on Friday, Dec. 25 and Friday, Jan. 1 2010. 

You are encouraged to have all contributions to the church by Sunday, Dec. 27.  For tax purposes, to be counted 
for 2009 all offering must be given on or before Dec. 31; mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 31. 

The next e-Tidings will be published December 15.  This will be the last e-Tidings of the 2009 calendar year.  The 
next issue will be January 15, with articles due January 13.  If you have any articles or announcements for events 
between December 15 and January 15, please send them to tidings@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Calendar 
Every Week At Community 

Sundays 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 9:30 p.m. Adult, Youth, and Children’s Sunday School Classes; Confirmation Class 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Services at 20 N. Center and 201 E. Franklin 
 1:00 p.m. Uth Band Rehearsal 
 2:30 p.m. SHYFt (new time!) 
 5:00 p.m. JHYF 
 7:00 p.m. PADS shelter 
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Mondays  
 5:15 p.m. Covenant Groups 
 5:30 p.m. Rainbow Dancers  
 6:30 p.m. Open Circle Ringers  
 7:00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesdays 
 9:15 a.m. Women’s Book Study of “Have a Little Faith” by Mitch Albom 
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Book Study of “A Mile in Her Shoes” (alternate Tuesdays) 
 8:00 p.m. Women’s Ensemble Rehearsal (alternate Tuesdays) 
Wednesdays   
 7:00 a.m. Advent Chapel Worship (page 1) 
 4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise and Hosanna Choirs; Carillon Bells 
 5:30 p.m. Tower Bells 
Thursdays  
 9:30 a.m. UMW Studio Workshop 
 6:30 p.m. OnCenter Rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
Saturdays  
 5:00 p.m. Worship Service 

Day by Day Calendar, December 1 to December 16 
Tuesday, December 1 
 7:00 p.m. OnCenter Music Selection 
 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
Wednesday, December 2 
 7:00 p.m. Mission Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministries 
Thursday, December 3 
 5:30 p.m. Lay Leadership Committee 
Saturday, December 5 
 8:00 a.m. United Methodist Men Advent Communion Service and Breakfast (page 4) 
 10:00 a.m. Radical Hospitality Workshop (page 1) 
 11:30 a.m. SHYFt Service Project (page 5) 

Sunday, December 6 
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Concert (page 1) 
Tuesday, December 8 
 10:30 a.m. The Reminiscence Service (page 1) 
 7:00 p.m. OnCenter Planning Meeting 
Wednesday, December 9 
 4:30 p.m. Marcy-Newberry Presents Due (page 3) 
 7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 
 8:15 p.m. Council on Ministries 
Friday, December 11 
 9:30 a.m. Marcy-Newberry Gift Delivery 
 6:00 p.m. “Mulan” at Family Movie Night (page 3) 
Saturday, December 12 
 9:00 a.m. Secret Angels (page 1) 
 5:30 p.m. Community Forum Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 13 
 12:00 p.m. Reception for Cindy Lytle (page 2) 
 12:00 p.m. Son-Light Christmas Party 
Tuesday, December 15 
 7:00 p.m. Building Committee 
Wednesday, December 16 
 9:30 a.m. Senior Fellowship Service (page 1) 
Visit www.communityunitedmethodist.org and click on the “Calendar” link for the full church calendar. 


