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Tidings (7/15 through 8/15)

This Month’s Top Stories

The Stewardship of Service
Our Stewardship team challenges us this month to focus on our service to the church; see page 7.

Adopt-a-Flower-Bed
Volunteers have been sprucing up the flowerbeds around the church (see the Trustees article, page 7). Consider
a gift of service by adopting a bed to maintain, as described on page 2.

Library

Forrest Rice leads us through the somewhat convoluted history of Naperville Evangelical congregations, as part
of trying to find some nineteenth-century marriage records. See page 4 for the details.

Pastor’s Note

Dear Church Family,

Let me first thank all of you for the warm welcome which Melissa, myself and our families have received from this
church. Cards, e-mails, the reception, gifts and face-to-face greetings have all said to us that you care.
Questions about how we are all doing through this moving business show that you understand that we are
ordinary people ... not just pastors. As | write this we have only had one weekend of worship ... but it was a great
series of services. The Spirit of God is in this place!

Our message series each weekend in July at all four services is “Growing: Changes that Greatly Impact Life.”
God wants us all to grow. More specifically God wants us to grow in our relationship of trust with Jesus. | invite
you to join us each weekend for worship as we are challenged to grow in faith together. The Evangelism
Committee gave Melissa and | each a big red bag which said: “Together We Can....” Amen! Together we can
grow to become more and more the people God created us to be.

| also want to thank the Community UMC staff. You are all so talented, effective, helpful and caring. For me itis
a great treat to have the privilege of leading this team.

Peace,
Mark Jacobs

Worship News

Sermon Series
Revs. Mark Jacobs and Melissa Hood have announced their sermon series plans for July through October.

Growing , July 5 through 26. Titles are “Shifts that Can Bring Greater Joy,” “Shifts that Expand Our
Faith,” “Shifts that Bring True Riches,” and “Shifting from Mii to Wii.”

Ingredients for a Healthy Church , August 2 through September 6. Titles are “Serving with a Heart Like
Jesus,” “Inspiring Worship,” “Loving Relationships,” “Need-Oriented Evangelism,” “Gift-Oriented Ministry,”
and “Passionate Spirituality.”

Beginnings , September 13 through October 4

Preaching Schedule and Lectionary

July 18 and 19: Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter.
“Growing: Shifts that Bring True Riches”
Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Timothy 6:17-19

July 25 and 26: Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter.
“Growing: Shifting from Mii to Wii”
Matthew 9:37-38; Matthew 28:18-20



August 1 and 2: Rev. Mark Jacobs, Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter and Chapel.
“Ingredients for a Healthy Church: Ingredient #1... Serving with a Heart Like Jesus”
Matthew 22:37-40

August 8 and 9: Rev. Melissa Hood, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Mark Jacobs, OnCenter.
“Ingredients for a Healthy Church: Ingredient #2... Inspiring Worship”
Matthew 22:37-40

August 15 and 16: Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter.
“Ingredients for a Healthy Church: Ingredient #3... Loving Relationships”
Ephesians 2:1-12a, 13-14a, 17-20

Joys and Concerns

Our Congratulations

On the birth of Henry John Michael Demko on Saturday, June 6, to Amy and Mark Demko. Henry John
Michael is the grandson of Rick and Ellen Wojtowicz.

Our Sympathy
To Nate Burke and his family, after the death of his sister Cherie’s husband, Kevin Stahlman, on June 14.
To Kaye Schultz and her family, after the death of Kaye’s father, Wilson Freshley, on June 18 in Ohio.
To Marsha Taylor and her family, after the death of her aunt, Lois Benton, on June 21 in Ohio.

To Mary Jacobs and her family, after the death of Mary’s father, Philip Limbacher, on July 5 in Texas. Philip is
the grandfather of Carrie Ray and Lindy Crouch and the great-grandfather of Kendra, Nate, Dean, Ben and
Emma.

Our Troops and their Families

We continue to pray for our troops and their families: John Aitchison, Christopher Coyle, Scott Radunz, Vincent
Simonetti and Brad Woltman.

Community News

Foster Parents Needed For Flower Beds

A hearty group of weeders and planters have made great progress cleaning out beds and using plants remaining
from the PassAlong Perennial Plant Sale to beautify the Fischer Parking Lot. Now we need individuals and
families to step forward and adopt a bed and keep it weeded and maintained. This could be a great cooperative
project involving parents and kids, taking perhaps 15-20 minutes a couple of times each month. Each bed is
about 4’ x 12’ and easily accessible. We could even add a small sign indicating “Maintained with love by (your
last name/family name).” If you are willing to help or have questions, please contact Nancy Abernethy,
nbabernethy@gmail.com or (630)420-2170. On-the-job training is available for those horticulturally marginal!

Community Swingers

The Community UMC's women's softball team has just three games left. It's been a tough season of rainouts and
losses, but we are geared up for getting some wins in July. You are welcome to join the Krazinski cheering team
Tuesdays in July at 6:30 p.m., behind Calvary Church on Route 59. The week of July 12 we play against Holy
Spirit (it's not as blasphemous as it sounds.) Bring a lawn chair if you don't like smelling like goose!

Missions to Costa Rica

On this summer’s youth work trip, “Operation Costa Rica,” nine youth and six adults will
be travelling to San Jose, Costa Rica from July 13 to 20 to work with Strong Missions.
While there, the youth will work with local churches in establishing ministries throughout
the area that will help improve the quality of life through promoting education and job tralnlng
Please keep the youth, their adult chaperones, and their missions in your prayers during their
travels.

Two other Community UMC members will be doing mission projects in Costa Rica this summer. Cindy y 5
Lytle will be teaching Bible School at the Alejuela UMC in July, with members of her family from OkIahoma -«J
Lindsay Hartman will be training as a North Central Jurisdiction VIM leader for youth and young adults, and will §
be in Costa Rica in August. Lindsay is a student at North Central College and was previously on a Volunteers in
Mission team in Bolivia.




Acts of Random Kindness
We thank all those who have donated and are tending the beautiful geraniums in front of the building and the
marigolds on the south side.
Two young girls came in during the week with decorated bags for the lunches we provide to the homeless (and
we also lift up those who donate the food for these lunches).
Another angel was in last week, touching up the paint in Fellowship Hall.
The staff would especially like to thank our many office volunteers.

Ministry Reports

Christian Education
Eighth Grade Confirmation Kicks Off at Tower HilC ~ amp

On June 26", 11 rising g™ grade Confirmation students participated in the annual Confirmation Retreat at Tower
Hill Camp in Sawyer, MIl. During their time away, they learned team-building skills like communication and trust
as they took part in a low-initiatives course. They also had a fantastic sand castle building contest on the beach,
climbed up the Warren Dunes, had conversations and Bible study about what Confirmation is all about, and got to
know one another better as they prepare for the exciting year ahead. Confirmation class begins on Rally Day,
September 13 during the Sunday school hour, and Confirmation Sunday is May 16, 2010.

The members of this year’s class are Allie Ciha, Emily Deahr, Kayla Duerr, Nate Hollander, Rachel Gray, Alex
Johnson, Jake Lehmann, Caroline Letzel, Marcus Massey, Ethan Rader, Caitlin Smith, Abbie Smith, and Josh
Wills. They appreciate your support and prayers during this year of discernment and transformation!

{

Confirmation Mentors Needed

Look at those happy smiling faces above! The only thing missing is... you! The g™ grade Confirmation class is in
need of active and supportive Community UMC members to walk with them on their journeys of faith in the year
ahead and beyond. Duties and responsibilities of mentors include forming relationships with your confirmand
through monthly meetings, helping them write their end-of-year creed, and being a supportive presence and
listening ear for them during their Confirmation experience. If you're interested in being a mentor, please contact
Beth Elders (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) as soon as possible

Community Of Parents

The “COPs” will be gathering July 28, 2009 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. The discussion topic will be managing
stress, or "All right...hand over the (you fill in the blank)!" Whether you are facing many small daily
stresses or are dealing with something larger on the 'stress/anxiety' scale, stress and anxiety can add up to make
us feel overwhelmed and drained. Join us for a discussion involving humor, compassion and practical day-to-day
techniques that will leave us feeling refreshed and refilled! Discussion lead by: Tamara Gasior, MSW, LGSW,
LSW, Type 73 certification in school social work.

Community of Parents is also having a Mother’s Night Out on July 30. We'll be going to the Melting Pot at Rt. 59
and 111" Street at 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Tara Cotsonas, tcotsonas@yahoo.com.



Camp E.D.G.E. Vacation Bible School

110 children had a fantastic time learning how they can Experience and Discover God Everywhere at Camp
E.D.G.E., this summer’s United Vacation Bible School. A big thank you goes to the many volunteers who made
this ministry a huge success! Stay tuned for more information about UVBS 2010, June 21-24.

Children’s Ministries Volunteer Recruitment has Beg un

Children’s Ministries Volunteer Recruitment has begun for the summer and the 2009-2010 academic year. The
children of CUMC need your help to grow in their faith! Several age groups and class times are available:

Summer 11:00 Preschool: We are extremely short of volunteers in this summer’s preschool class — if
you are able to help, please let us know.

Academic Year 9:30 Lead Teachers: The Christian Education committee needs volunteers to lead
classes for ages 2 through 5" grade, utilizing an easy-to-follow curriculum.

Academic Year 9:30 Assistant Teachers: No prior preparation is needed — you just pass out materials
and assist the lead teacher.

Academic Year 11:00 Children’s Chapel Teachers: One lead teacher and one assistant are needed
each week, at our two ministry sites (20 N. Center and Ss. Peter and Paul).

Sign up to help out for a few weeks, a month of Sundays, or anything that works in your schedule. Contact Beth
Elders (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) for more information or to volunteer.

Hunger

This year’s plant sale was blessed with good weather, eager buyers, willing volunteers and an abundance of
beautiful plants, a hard combination to beat! To-date revenue is $12,800 with final expenses of $4,300,
generating a bottom line of at least $8,500 for donation to various hunger causes. This pushes our 14 year total
to well over $100,000 for charitable giving — $106,891 to be exact — and growing, since money is still dribbling in!

Over 50 people volunteered their time and expertise during the year, performing duties that ranged from washing
pots last summer to acting as cashiers during the sale. Thanks to all who helped; you will be needed again to
prepare for our 15" annual sale, to take place on Saturday, June 5, 2010.

Library

Every year the Library receives inquiries from descendents of early Naperville families seeking any information we
might have about their ancestors. Recently we heard from a California gentleman seeking records about a
marriage back in the 19th Century. As it turns out, his ancestors did not attend our church, but instead they were
members of Salem Evangelical Church, a congregation which vanished about 1911 when, according to Grace's
historian, the last 31 members merged with Grace Evangelical Church, now Grace UMC on Gartner Road.

Salem Evangelical was formed in the 1880's when a schism on church polity divided our congregation, then
known as Zion Evangelical Church, and Second Evangelical Church, or the College Chapel Church, which met at
North Central. Salem's membership built a church on the SE corner of Benton and Washington. Most of its
members came from the College Chapel church, but some were from our congregation. At the same time Grace
Evangelical was founded, mainly by members of our congregation but with some folks from the College Chapel
church, and a building was erected which is now Meiley-Swallow Hall at North Central.

To further complicate matters, it must be noted that the College Chapel Church split from our congregation in the
1870's over the issue of the use of German or English during worship services. Anyone still awake out there?



And no, there is no connection between Salem Evangelical and Wheatland-Salem UMC on the far south side of
town. | checked.

| have looked but have been unable to find a picture of Salem Church in our archives, but | have been told there is
one in an old volume on the Copenhagen Cemetery, and no, | have no idea where that cemetery was/is. Does
anyone out there own a copy of this book or have a picture of the church?

It is hard to imagine that back around 1900, our little neighborhood of Naperville had 4 Evangelical churches, a
Roman Catholic church, First Methodist Church (now Wesley), and First Congregational! It's a good thing people
didn't have automobiles then!

In 1978 when my wife and | joined this church, we met a wonderful gentleman named Harold Erffmeyer. He was
the unofficial “minister of visitation” then. Harold told us many stories about how his own parents’ family argued,
guarreled, and divided over these church issues. Some members remained estranged for many years. Some
worshiped at our building, others refused to enter its doors. The Protestant Reformation had nothing on the
guarrels of Naperville's Evangelicals! As we seek to revitalize our congregation in the coming months, | trust we
will be immune from such feuds and divisions which split families among our membership 125 years ago.

Forrest Rice
Church Librarian

Missions
UMCOR Health Kits

Thank you to all Community UMC members who
supported the Kairos-sponsored mission project to
collect items for UMCOR Health Kits! We were able
to provide the Chatham Distribution Center with 49
completed kits along with a small cash donation. A
special thank you goes out to the Missions
Committee and Mavis Streyffeler for supporting this
effort both in spirit and financially. Without your
support we could not have done this. Thank you
also to Ken Cox for his willingness to deliver the
health kits to Chatham. Once again, even in these
difficult financial times, CUMC came together to
make good things happen!

ChildServ

Founded in 1894, ChildServ continues to give hope to children and their families by offering a wide range of
community-based programs and services that place children and youth in safe, nurturing home environments.
Community UMC has a long relationship with ChildServ, and this month we would like to lift up two of their
ministries for your consideration.

Summer Fun for Kids in Group Homes: For the 26 kids in ChildServ’'s DuPage County residences, summer
can be a very tough time. School’s out, summer jobs are hard to come by, and they know that unlike many other
kids, they're not going to summer camp, to the Dells, or to the Dunes. Summer can easily become a bummer.
With a little planning and effort, however, you can turn those potential frowns upside down. How about springing
for some tickets to Great America? Or pool passes to help kids cool down on those sultry summer days? Or
coupons for Baskin-Robbins or Dairy Queen ice cream? Got an idea or want an idea? Contact Amy St. Luce,
(773)867-7395 or via e-mail at astluce@childserv.org.

Mentors Needed: Do you have experience, or a keen interest, in working with grandparents raising their own
grandchildren? Are you caring, dependable, nonjudgmental, and supportive? Do you communicate well and
easily, especially across potential cultural, ethnic, and/or racial divides? Can you commit to meet weekly for two
hours for at least one year? If so, you might be interested in mentoring in ChildServ's Grandfamilies Support
Program. ChildServ works with more than 200 families in which grandparents have assumed responsibility for
raising their own grandchildren. Their challenges are many and difficult. Children and grandparents alike are
routinely overwhelmed...at least at the start. But ChildServ knows what must be done, and we’ve done it
successfully many, many times. We invite you now to become a part of the solution. To learn more, contact
Jennifer Collins, (773)867-7365 or via e-mail at jcollins@childserv.org.

For other ChildServ ministries, visit their web site, www.childserv.org.



OnCenter

OnCenter Moving to Ss. Peter and Paul

Hurray! On June 19", we completed the process of finalizing the
lease with Ss. Peter and Paul for leasing their Zucker Hall for our
OnCenter worship space. In addition, we have had the conversations
and completed the documentation required to terminate the lease at
Meiley-Swallow. The OnCenter Planning Team will be working on the
transition from Meiley-Swallow to Zucker Hall over the summer.

The Ss. Peter and Paul space is child-friendly with the use of a children's classroom for Children's Chapel, a
convenient storage area for the band and flexible set up of our worship space (remember how we had fun moving
the chairs around in the tent?!?). In addition, we will have the opportunity to bring back hospitality in our new
space with a kitchenette adjacent to our worship space. We expect to be in our new space on Rally Day,
September 13.

We are clearly impacting lives at OnCenter, as you can see from the testimonial by Brittany Naumann (below).
We want to continue to provide an inspirational place of worship where people can come to know Christ better
and where we can be filled to go out into the world and serve others, and | believe that Zucker Hall will allow us to
do just that.

As a reminder, the costs of the space at St. Peter and Paul will be 1/2 to 1/3 of the cost of the Meiley-Swallow
lease. We will be raising funds to pay for the lease, but the figures will be significantly less than required for
Meiley-Swallow. Nancy Whittington has agreed to help me with that effort, so please contact either Nancy or me
if you want to support us with your prayers, talents or funds. Thank you for your continued support of On Center!

Worship Update

On Center continues to be such a blessing and spirit filled worship service! Toward the end of June, Al Streyffeler
helped us remember the saints in our own lives and encouraged us to “Dance with the Saints.”  The last week
of June, Nick Giannasi helped us learn to be an “Example” and not let our size, age, handicaps, etc. get in the
way, rather to be an example by how we choose to live.

I'd like to take a moment to give a huge THANK YOU to the volunteer preachers who have helped On Center
grow and evolve to what it is today. Many thanks to Nick Giannasi, Jeff Haake, Lynn Pries and Al Streyffeler
for being so generous with your time and inspirational messages. We very much appreciate all of your support!
Please be sure to thank them when you see them in person.

As we moved into July, we welcomed our new pastors, Melissa Hood and Mark Jacobs. During July, our focus
is on Growing. How appropriate, given the summer season with all the flowers and vegetable gardens growing!
The focus is on the shifts we can make to grow our faith. In August, Melissa and Mark will be helping us
remember the recipe for a healthy church. See the worship section on pages 1 and 2 for sermon titles.

Mark your calendars now for the next One Community worship service. It will be the last of the Healthy Church
series on Labor Day weekend, September 6 and will focus on Healthy Church: Passionate Spirituality. We have
chosen to have a One Community service as we transition out of North Central College’s Meiley-Swallow and
into Ss. Peter and Paul’'s Zucker Hall. Looking forward to another great worship service!!

Thank you for the feedback you have been providing to me — and please keep it coming! As always, I'm open to
any new ideas you might have....just e-mail me at clytle@communityunitedmethodist.org, call me at the church,
or catch me after a service. See you at On Center!

Cindy Lytle

A Testimonial from Brittany Naumann

Coming every Sunday to OnCenter has been a lifechanging experience. Since | started coming in October, |
have always felt welcomed and supported by the community of believers. The smiles, the hugs, the shared
“peace,” encouragement, and inspirational messages have had a positive impact on my life. Whenever | sing with
the worship band, | feel the energy, which | believe is the Holy Spirit, moving through me and through everyone
else. The clapping hands, the dancing, and the joyful voices singing their hearts out fills me with unending joy.
We have something special here and | will be sad when | leave it. But the memories that | have made will not be
forgotten. | thank God for all the time | have spent at Community United Methodist Church, attending OnCenter,
college lunches, church dinners and service events. In August, | will be leaving to go back home to San Diego,
California, and then in September | will be moving to Denver, Colorado to attend lliff School of Theology to study
pastoral care. | hope to use the gifts and experiences God has blessed me with to serve others. Thank you for
the good times everyone.

Peace be with you all, Brittany Naumann



Stewardship

The Stewardship of Service

Over the past two months your Stewardship Committee has been hard at work promoting the “envisioning and
developing” of the future of our church community by emphasizing the importance and relevance of our
membership vows to this future. We have proposed that by being both spiritually and physically present, we build
a shared bond that helps us on both our personal journey to being God'’s faithful stewards and our collective
journey to being a vibrant community of faith.

A third element of that vow is “service.” For the month of July we are focusing on what the Stewardship of
Service means to us personally and to the church community as a whole. A member who has recently joined a
church committee expressed what is probably a very common attitude. He said, “l used to think that when I'd
come and spend my one hour in church, my job was done.” How many of us have thought exactly the same
thing? Our lives are incredibly busy and complicated with growing children, aging parents, jobs that require travel
or mind-numbing hours of work, and so, that we even show up for church makes us feel virtuous. But while
prayer and presence are fundamental to our spiritual growth, it is the stewardship of service that brings a sense of
community. As the new committee member said, “Now that I've joined a committee, | feel so much more a part of
what'’s going on.”

Service does not just mean working on a church committee, though. While committee work is essential to the life
of the church, our Christian vow to serve can be fulfilled in many other ways, both in the church and in the
community. This month each of you will receive a pamphlet either at church or by mail (if you have not been in
attendance) that lists 39 broad areas of service that exist at Community UMC. Within these broad categories are
many layers of potential service. We invite each of you to review the pamphlet carefully and find at least one area
which you would find fulfilling — or to create your own category. Then return your completed form to the church
office or place it in the offering plate this month.

Some of you will say, “I just don't have the time!”, but who among us really cannot find at least one hour a week to
worship God and one hour to serve God in thanks for the blessings we have received. What's in it for you?
According to Paul in Ephesians 6:7, you should “[s]erve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men,
because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does.” Don't wait to be asked. Be
bold in fulfilling your promise to serve!

Coming Up Next Month for Stewardship

Soon you will be receiving a postcard inviting you to attend a home meeting. In one of our member’s homes you
will have a chance to meet one of the pastors and get to know him or her better. You will also have a chance to
hear more about the broader concept of Stewardship and then to share any comments or questions you may
have in this informal setting. It's a great opportunity for fellowship and an exchange of ideas. We're hoping you
all can attend!

Trustees

The June 13 Caring for Community workday was a great success, with almost 50 people volunteering their
Saturday morning in service to our church facilities. There was a lot of fun and fellowship with people of all ages,
and at least $3500 in maintenance and janitorial cost was saved . The Trustees appreciate the loving care the
volunteers gave to their work and the support and treats from Evangelism and Stewardship committees. It was
supposed to be an outdoor workday but due to the rain, many indoor cleaning, painting, and refurbishing jobs
were completed all through the Church building and at the parsonage. Because of the rain, most of the planned
outdoor work still needs to be done, so stay tuned for further announcements.

Our thanks to all the people who are helping with weeding and planting at 20 N. Center. Some folks were even
planting during the rain on June 13! Hardy plants were donated by the Perennial Plant Sale group. Thanks to
Open Circle class for organizing several planting and weeding days at 105 Benton and 20 N. Center. See the
“Adopt a Bed” article on page 3 for how you can help care for these new flowers.

Work is finishing up on the first floor of the senior pastor's parsonage at 707 Sara. Thanks to all who have helped
with that effort, stripping wallpaper, repairing drywall, updating the powder room, and general maintenance and
renewal.

On June 29, the closing was completed on the associate pastor's parsonage located at 2684 Lansdale in
southeast Aurora. The house was purchased for $225,000 in an all-cash closing. The $27,000 down-payment
was made by means of existing CUMC cash. The remainder of the funds were obtained by re-financing 20 N.
Center, adding $198,000 to the existing church mortgage of $219,000 at a rate of 5.375%. A financial appeal is in
process to cover the down-payment.

The Trustees expenditures are slightly over budget (year-to-date), and expected to be on budget by the end of the
year.



Administrative Notes
Web Site and E-Tidings

The church web site is http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org. Click the “Calendar” link in the lower-right
corner to view the church calendar. Contact Marianna McCauley to schedule events.

E-Tidings is published on the 15" of each month. The deadline for articles is the Thursday prior to the 15"™; the
next deadline is August 13 for the August 15 issue (mailed on Friday, August 14). If you have news for e-Tidings
or wish to subscribe please e-mail tidings@communityunitedmethodist.org.

Staff Directory

Rev. Mark Jacobs, Lead Pastor (markjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org)

Rev. Melissa Hood, Associate Pastor (mhood@communityunitedmethodist.org)

Rev. Beth Elders, Minister of Christian Education (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org)
Nick Giannasi, Director of Youth Ministries (ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org)
Stephen Edwards, Director of Music and Worship Planning (sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org)
Cindy Lytle, Interim Director of Contemporary Worship (clytle@communityunitedmethodist.org)
Mary Jacobs, Director of Lay Ministry (mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org)

Marianna McCauley, Administrative Assistant (mmccauley@communityunitedmethodist.org)
Robert Brinck, Church Treasurer (rbrinck@communityunitedmethodist.org)

Ken Cox, Office Assistant (kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org)

Lorna Jansen, Church Organist (ljansen73@comcast.net)

Committee E-Mails

Trustees: trustees@communityunitedmethodist.org

Building Committee: buildcomm@communityunitedmethodist.org
E-Tidings: tidings@communityunitedmethodist.org

UMW Harvest of the Hands: harvest@communityunitedmethodist.org

If your committee or organization would like an e-mail address, contact Ken Cox.



