
 
 June, 2009 
 (6/15 through 7/15) 
 

This Month’s Top Stories 
Pastoral Transitions 

We will be bidding farewell to Rev. Haeran Kim and Rev. Emery Percell, and welcoming our new pastors Rev. 
Mark Jacobs and Rev. Melissa Hood.  See the invitations on page 2. 

Thanking All P.A.D.S. Volunteers 
A remarkable number of people help the homeless program at Community UMC.  The list begins on page 7. 

Trustee Update 
For the latest on repairs, improvements, and the new parsonage, see the report on page 9. 

 

Pastor’s Note 
This is a time of significant transition at Community United Methodist Church. 
Most notably, surely,  is the change in pastoral leadership which began with Tom 
Babler's leave last September and which will be concluded on July 1st with 
Haeran Kim's taking a new appointment; and, with Mark Jacobs and Melissa 
Hood being appointed to Community UMC.  

Perhaps as significant is the economic slowdown and its effect on our budget 
and program.  There was not anything wasteful about our program and 
administrative spending, but we have had to reduce some of that to just get by.  
One staff position, that of our Church Administrator, was eliminated with the 
release of Lauralyn Theodore.  The OnCenter planning team has negotiated a 
significantly less expensive lease agreement with Sts. Peter and Paul.  
Apportionment payments to our Northern Illinois Conference are not being made 
on a monthly basis.  Still, the budget outlook is formidable. 

One of our leaders said that times of economic uncertainty are always unsettling 
and cause us to question even basic relationships and roles.  That is certainly 

part of the picture.  We all sense a certain uneasiness in the daily workings of our common life at CUMC. 

However, let me remind us all of some important things going on! 

The Strategic Planning Committee has been diligently looking into the future and planning, with the new pastors, 
the direction of our program.  The Council on Ministries is doing a great deal of planning for a fall program, in 
conjunction with the Caring for Inactives initiative developed by Mary Jacobs, to invite people to rejoin us in active 
membership.  The Stewardship Committee has redirected its energy to a year-long program of encouraging us to 
fulfill our membership vows to pray, to be present, to serve and witness as well as to give.  The Evangelism 
Committee has teamed up with Stewardship to welcome new people and increase our welcoming activities.  The 
newly formed Building Committee is looking down the long road. There are great possibilities in these initiatives. 

In addition, of course, are our exciting youth groups, our magnificent Christian Education classes, our Missions 
and Hunger programs, and all the many, many activities and groups which add meaning to our life together.  Time 
and space are just not enough to tell the whole story.  All of that is to say that there is much to be optimistic about.  
Our common life is full of energy and meaning and hope! 

It has been a treasured privilege for me to be your interim senior pastor these last several months.  It was a joy to 
experience the OneCommunity service a few weeks ago and to see the love and care we have for each other that 
includes all our strongly voiced opinions!   

Community United Methodist Church is entering a new phase of its long and illustrious history.  I fully expect it to 
shape its history with characteristic wisdom and energy. May God's Blessing be with us all. 

Peace, Emery Percell  



Invitations from the Staff-Parish Committee 
Reception for Rev. Kim 

It is time to celebrate Rev. Haeran Kim’s four years as associate pastor 
at Community UMC.  She is preparing to begin as pastor of Oak Lawn 
United Methodist Church in Oak Lawn, Illinois.  June 21 will be her last 
Sunday with us as she preaches in the Sanctuary.  On that day there 
will be a reception for her in Fellowship Hall following the 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday morning service.  All (Saturday evening, 8:30 A.M., and 11:00 
A.M. worshipers) are invited to attend for some or all of the time 
between Sunday morning services time for fellowship.  Come join us for 
a time to greet Haeran, to visit and share, and to wish her well.   Haeran 
will begin her new appointment July 1, 2009.  

Bid Farewell to Rev. Percell 
Our interim senior pastor, Rev. Emery Percell, will lead us in worship on 
June 27 and 28.  This will be the final Sunday of his appointment to our 
church.  Please join in worship as we celebrate the gift of his ministry in 
our church these past 10 months.  Rev. Percell will greet and visit with parishioners following each service. 

Mark Jacobs and Melissa Hood - First Sunday, July 5   
We celebrate the arrival of Senior Pastor Mark Jacobs and Associate Pastor Melissa Hood on their first weekend 
at Community UMC, July 4 and 5, 2009.  Mark will preach in the chapel, park, and sanctuary, and Melissa will 
preach at OnCenter.   A reception will be held in their honor on Sunday after the 11:00 services in Fellowship Hall.  
All are invited to attend. 

Worship News 
Forty Days of Prayer 

Our congregation is asked to keep Community UMC in their thoughts and prayers during the period from May 23 
through July 1, in preparation for the arrival of Rev. Mark Jacobs and Rev. Melissa Hood. 

Sermon Series 
Revs. Mark Jacobs and Melissa Hood have announced their sermon series plans for July through October. 

�   Growing , July 5 through 26.  Titles are “Shifts that Can Bring Greater Joy,” “Shifts that Expand Our 
Faith,” “Shifts that Bring True Riches,” and “Shifting from Mii to Wii.” 

�  Ingredients for a Healthy Church , August 2 through September 6 

�  Beginnings , September 13 through October 4 

Sermon titles for the later series will be published in e-Tidings.  Starting this month, the e-Tidings lectionary will 
list the Scripture passages selected for the sermon series. 

Preaching Schedule and Lectionary 
June 20 and 21:   Rev. Haeran Kim, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Al Streyffeler, OnCenter. 

Farewell to Rev. Haeran Kim, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
1 Samuel 17:32-49; Psalm 9:9-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 and 28:   Rev. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Nick Giannasi, OnCenter. 
2 Samuel 1:1,17-27; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

July 4 and 5:   Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter. 
Welcome Reception for Revs. Jacobs and Hood, noon, Fellowship Hall 
Psalm 4:7-8; Philippians 4:4-7 

July 11 and 12:   Rev. Melissa Hood, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev.Mark Jacobs, OnCenter. 
John 10:1-6; Hebrews 12:1-3 

July 18 and 19:   Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter. 
Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

July 25 and 26:   Rev. Mark Jacobs, Chapel, Park, and Sanctuary; Rev. Melissa Hood, OnCenter. 
Matthew 9:37-38; Matthew 28:18-20 



Summer Worship and Children’s Ministries 
Summer worship services will be at 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays in the Chapel; at 8:30 a.m. Sundays in the Sanctuary; 
and at 11:00 a.m. Sundays concurrently in the Sanctuary and Meiley-Swallow Hall. 

Children’s Chapel is provided during the 11:00 services for children 3, 4 and 5 years old in room 205.  Older 
children are invited to join their families in worship. 

Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers during all services in the nursery. 

Volunteers are needed in the preschool room and nursery during the summer months.  Sign up to lend a hand on 
the sheets located outside of rooms 205 and 207 and in the nursery. 

Summers in the Park 
Community UMC will again be holding Summers in the Park.  Every Sunday in July, the 8:30 services will be held 
in Central Park, just south of the church.  Bring a lawn chair and worship in this beautiful outdoor setting.  It’s also 
a great opportunity to invite a friend to church.  Hospitality after the services will be provided by the adult Sunday 
School classes. 

Joys and Concerns 
Our Congratulations 

�  On the birth of Henry John Michael Demko on Saturday, June 6, to Amy and Mark Demko.  Henry John 
Michael is the grandson of Rick and Ellen Wojtowicz. 

Farewell to the Korbs 
Dave and Barb Korb will be moving to North Carolina on June 22.  Dave and Barb are co-chairs of the Missions 
Committee, and will be greatly missed.  You can contact them at 35 White Pine Drive, Asheville, NC  28805, and 
Barb writes, “If any member of our CUMC family is in our neck of the woods they should contact us.  We would 
love to see them!” 

Invitation to the Marriage of Brian Straw and Shann on Craig 
Shannon Craig and Brian Straw, along with their parents, invite you to celebrate with them on the occasion of 
their wedding on Friday, June 19, 2009. The ceremony will be held at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary at Community 
UMC. All are welcome to come. 

Our Troops and their Families 
We continue to pray for our troops and their families: John Aitchison, Christopher Coyle,  Scott Radunz, Vincent 
Simonetti and Brad Woltman. 

Community News 

Choir Invitation 
Join the choir for a special anthem and offertory to welcome Revs. Mark Jacobs and Melissa Hood on July 5.  
Rehearsals are Sunday, June 21 after 11:00 worship, Sunday June 29 after 8:30 worship, and Sunday, July 5 
after 8:30 worship, all in the choir room.  We would love for as many people to be involved as possible!  Contact 
Stephen Edwards for information. 

Missions to Costa Rica 
In addition to this summer’s youth work trip, “Operation Costa Rica” (see page 10), two other Community UMC 
members will be doing mission projects in Costa Rica this summer. Cindy Lytle  will be teaching Bible School at 
the Alejuela UMC this July, with members of her family from Oklahoma.  Lindsay Hartman  will be training as a 
North Central Jurisdiction VIM leader for youth and young adults, and will be in Costa Rica in August.  Lindsay is 
a student at North Central College and was previously on a VIM team in Bolivia. 

Congratulations to Our Confirmation Classes 
Both ninth graders and eighth graders were confirmed this year, as part of a transition in Community UMC’s 
confirmation program.  We thank all the many adults who participate in the confirmation program as mentors, 
teachers, helpers, and (above all) parents. 



Ninth Grade Confirmation Class – February 15 

   
Top: Jessica Boddy, daughter of Ed and Linda Boddy (mentor Amy Hollander); 

David Green, son of Ed and June Green (mentor Jeff Ray); 
Stephanie Lehman, daughter of Dave Lehmann and Judy Neyra (mentor Lori Rader); 
Stephanie McCloud, daughter of Jim and Jane McCloud (mentor Libby Powers) 

Bottom: Kristin Mizushima, daughter of Craig and Nina Mizushima (mentor Mary Babler and Cindy Lytle); 
Kris Pittard, son of Rick Pittard and Lynn Iverson (mentor Lynn Pries); 
Grant Purdy, son of Todd and Kristina Purdy (mentor Greg Hubert) 

 

Eighth Grade Confirmation Class – May 17 

 
Back: Alex Denklau, son of Gary and Laura Denklau (mentor George Groves); 

Andrew Box, son of Marybeth Box (mentor Nate Burke); 
Alex Vass, son of John and Michele Vass (mentor Jeff Haake) 

Front: Jenny Doyle, daughter of Mark and Julie Doyle (mentor Judy Burton); 
Bailey O’Drobinak, daughter of Cindy and Larry O’Drobinak (mentor Joy Sobczak); 
Michelle Coniglio, daughter of Mark and Mary Heaton (mentor Beth Buffington); 
Breanne Selin, daughter of Keith and Kay Selin (mentor June Green) 



Ministry Reports 

Building Committee 
The purpose of the building committee is to perform a comprehensive evaluation of all the basic renovations and 
additions needed for our Church building to support the programs of an energized, vital congregation, and to 
present recommendations to the congregation.  To that end, the building committee is scheduled to meet monthly, 
and to date, has met three times.  At our first meeting we discussed: 

1. How we will work together as a committee 
2. How we will communicate to the congregation 
3. How we will build on the knowledge and materials created by the Facilities Planning Committee 
4. How to incorporate all of the repair/renovation needs of the facility into the scope of the work of the 

Building Committee 
Our second meeting consisted of: 

1. Reviewing Strategic Planning Committee report 
2. Reviewing attendance information 
3. Reviewing information and reports from the facilities committee 
4. Reviewing Trustees list of facility needs 

During our most recent meeting we: 
1. Spent a considerable amount of time reviewing Attendance Data and Church Spending Data 
2. Learned a method for Problem Definition as a way to define our plan and goals 

Future committee agenda items will include reviewing a prioritized list of facility needs from the Trustees, 
reviewing further the Facilities Studies reports, and surveying the church for any additional items that are in need 
or repair or replacement, and for possible enhancements to improve the facility. As we go forward, we will 
continue to analyze the data we have available and to solicit feedback from church members.  If you have 
comments or concerns, please send them to buildcomm@communityunitedmethodist.org.  We will continue to 
communicate our progress through e-Tidings and the CUMC website. 

Christian Education 

Children’s Ministries Volunteer Recruitment has Beg un 
Children’s Ministries Volunteer Recruitment has begun for the summer and the 2009-2010 academic year.  The 
children of CUMC need your help to grow in their faith!   Several age groups and class times are available: 

�  Summer 11:00 Preschool:   We are extremely short of volunteers in this summer’s preschool class – if 
you are able to help, please let us know. 

�  Academic Year 9:30 Lead Teachers:   The Christian Education committee needs volunteers to lead 
classes for ages 2 through 5th grade, utilizing an easy-to-follow curriculum. 

�  Academic Year 9:30 Assistant Teachers:   No prior preparation is needed – you just pass out materials 
and assist the lead teacher. 

�  Academic Year 11:00 Children’s Chapel Teachers:   One lead teacher and one assistant are needed 
each week, at our two ministry sites (20 N. Center and Sts. Peter and Paul). 

Sign up to help out for a few weeks, a month of Sundays, or anything that works in your schedule.  Contact Beth 
Elders (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) for more information or to volunteer. 

Camp E.D.G.E. United Vacation Bible School Decorati ons Needed 
The theme for this year’s UVBS is Camp E.D.G.E., a fun-filled camp-like atmosphere where children can learn to 
Experience and Discover God Everywhere!  In order to help give our children a feeling of truly being in a camp 
setting, we’re in need of some decorations.  The UVBS Steering Committee is looking for the following items: 

Undecorated Artificial Christmas Trees (of all sizes) ·  Large Clean Rocks ·  Stuffed Wildlife Animals 
(raccoons, bears, and other forest wildlife) ·  Tents (of all sizes) ·  Sleeping Bags ·  Hiking Backpacks 
(adult sizes only) ·  Outdoor Folding Chairs ·  Coolers ·  Canteens ·  Lanterns ·  Flashlights ·  Binoculars ·  
Maps ·  Large Inflatable Rafts ·  Kayaks or Canoes ·  Compasses ·  Life Vests 

If you’re able to donate these items for use during the week of June 21-25th, please clearly mark your name on 
each of the items and bring them to Beth Elders’ office no later than June 19th.  (Please note, all items received 
will be utilized for decoration purposes only and will be available for you to pick up on the afternoon/evening of 
June 25th.) 



Evangelism 
It is our privilege, as your Evangelism (Outreach and Fellowship) Team, to work in cooperation with the 
Stewardship Committee during their months of highlighting the United Methodist membership vows of Prayer, 
Presence, Service, Witness, and Gifts.  We thank all of you who are inviting friends, co-workers, neighbors, and 
unchurched people you know, to come and worship together with us. 

During June, the Evangelism Team will have people acting as coffee hosts and hostesses to greet our church 
guests (the people whom you have invited to worship) in the coffee fellowship time following worship.  The extra 
coffee hosts and hostesses will share in conversation and greeting of your guests, providing answers to questions 
they may have, and speaking of the many things CUMC has to offer families, children, youth, singles, and people 
of all ages.  Please accompany your guests to the coffee fellowship time in the Chapel off the 2nd floor hallway.  
The more, the merrier.   
Remember that Evangelism is in everything we do and say.  Each of you are offered an open invitation to be a 
friendly greeter both before and after worship services to all the folks you meet here at church.  Join us in praying 
that the actions and words of all of us, as disciples of Jesus Christ, may lead others to faith and hope here at 
Community UMC. If you are on a committee, team, or group, you may want to give some thought to this question:  
“With whom can we work in cooperation and communication that will enhance and multiply all our efforts in 
ministry?”  Try it – you'll like it! 

Finance 

May Finance Report 
A complete finance report was sent by e-mail on June 10, and copies are also available in the office.  The 
following is taken from the summary of that report. 

The May Finance Report shows much improvement in the overall figures.  Our income was more than the budget 
for both the month of May and also for the first five months of the year; and our expenses were less than the 
budget for both the month of May and also for the first five months of the year.  Income from pledged envelopes is 
slightly more than the budget. Unpledged income is slightly less than the budget but has improved from April. As 
a result, our income less expenses is -$860, where our budgeted figure is -$5,141.  By comparison, at the end of 
April our income less expenses was -$17,775. 

Statements 
Financial statements listing your gifts to CUMC are now being sent quarterly.  The next statement will be mailed 
after the end of June.   To check the status of your giving, contact Marianna McCauley, our Financial Secretary. 

Hunger 
The 14th annual PassAlong Perennial Plant Sale (PPPS 
or 3PS), a Hunger Commission project with significant 
support from the Open Circle Class and others at 
Community UMC, was held on June 6 under rain-free 
skies with very sunny results.  Receipts so far have 
totaled $11,359.00, pushing the profit-for-contribution 
amount over the 14 years of the sale well beyond 
$100,000.  Hundreds of healthy, lovely plants are still 
available next to the church parking lot, so stop by and 
pick out a few favorites to adorn your yard and help feed 
hungry people near and far.  Then pay at your 
convenience in the church office, using the colored sticks in each pot to total your purchase. 

Thanks to all who washed pots, mixed soil, watered plants, helped set up/work the sale and made purchases.  
3PS is truly a labor of love that could not take place without you! 

Nancy Abernethy, Hunger Chair 

 
The plant sale is so popular, customers line up before the sale begins! 



OnCenter 
May and June have continued to be exciting months at On Center.  The Spirit continues to embrace us and push 
us to new and exciting places.  During May, we completed our first two sermon series:  the first from Nick 
Giannasi on conflict  and how the Bible says we should handle it (remember one, two, church!).  We then had a 
fabulous One Community  worship service that was filled with a great sense of unity and a true coming together 
of the various types of worship that CUMC provides.  Many thanks to Jeff Haake for a fabulous sermon and 
reminding us to check out the stained glass windows! 

Jeff then preached a two part series called “Beyond. ”  It helped remind us of how God often goes beyond our 
expectations when we are suffering, and how God calls us to go beyond when we are suffering ourselves.  The 
sermons included some powerful personal testimony and good challenges to all of us to go “Beyond”. 

June 14 was Haeran Kim’s last Sunday at On Center (and June 21 is her final Sunday at CUMC).  The sermon on 
rejoicing always  was a good reminder about endings and new beginnings.  We appreciate all of the support we 
have received from Haeran over the last several years.  We’ll miss Haeran and wish her the best as she moves to 
the next phase of her journey. 

On June 21, Al Streyffler will be preaching on “Dancing with the Saints. ”  If you recall back to March, Al did a 
powerful service on delighting in the Sabbath.  This sermon will be a continuation of that theme and ask us to go 
just a little bit deeper.  In addition, we will have an (almost) all male band and singers, in honor of Father’s Day.  
Come join the Sabbath celebration on the 21st! 

Nick Giannasi will bring us the good news on June 28 with a sermon titled “Example. ”  This week we will be 
focusing on the influence our own behavior can have on how people treat us.  We will concentrate on how we 
behave in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.  This is sure to be a thought-provoking message. 

As we move into July, we will be welcoming Melissa Hood, our new associate pastor, and Mark Jacobs, CUMC’s 
new lead pastor, to On Center.    During July, they will focus on growing in faith and the shifts in our lives that help 
us grow (see the schedule on page 2 for sermon titles). We are looking forward to having Melissa and Mark at 
Community UMC! 

As a side note, I will be out of town the first two weeks of July at a family reunion, then off to a mission trip to 
Costa Rica.  I would appreciate your thoughts and prayers during these trips, and I will be thinking of you often 
and looking forward to worshiping with you again on July 19th!  In the mean time, Katie Lapham and Amy 
Hollander will fill in as worship leaders and Dave Jenkins will lead the band.  My thanks to them for their help! 

You can become involved in On Center!  Sign up now to be a grusher (greeter + usher) and/or communion 
server.  Please let Melissa DeCamp or Cindy Lytle know how you want to be involved! 

Thank you for the feedback you have been providing to me – and please keep it coming!  As always, I’m open to 
any new ideas you might have….just e-mail me at clytle@communityunitedmethodist.org, call me at the church, 
or catch me after a service.  See you at On Center! 

Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS) 

Thanks to All Our Volunteers 
The PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) program just ended the eighth year of service here at CUMC.  Every 
Sunday night and Monday morning from September through June 1, we have provided shelter and three meals 
for our area's homeless population, which lately began to include more women and families with children. 
Each second Sunday, our CUMC volunteers provided food and supplies, set up sleeping pads, distributed  
bedding, cooked and served dinner and breakfast, packed lunches, cleaned up, and provided companionship and 
security for 32-55 hungry guests.  In addition, we laundered linens both second and third weeks and supervised 
and assisted the outside volunteers the first, third, fourth and fifth Sunday evenings and Monday mornings. 
Our 2008-2009 shift leaders and volunteers were: 
Set-up Fellowship Hall:  Nan & Neville Diamond, shift leaders; Brenden, Dennis Gwen and Jack Burke; Lauren 
Diamond; Brian, Danny, Katie, Kevin & Megan Lapham; Garrett, Grant, Kristina and Todd Purdy. 
May 10 last-minute volunteers for Set-up: Pat Atcheson; Ken Cox; Is Dittrich; Beth Elders; Analiese, Joanne 
and Ken Guettler; Diane Lubarski; Fran and Forrest Rice; Jill, Steve, Samuel, Sarah and Anne Wittwer. 
Dinner: Judy Allen & Barb Dabrowski, shift leaders; Amanda and Emily Allen; Pat Bull; Jack Dabrowski; John 
and Nancy DiCiurcio; Alek, Analiese, Joanne and Ken Guettler; Dick Legg; Smiley Nejdl; Bailey and Cindy 
O'Drobinak; Hailey Paulson; Tom Paylo; Rita Ryan; Breanne, Jeremy, Kay and Keith Selin. 
9 PM - Midnight:  John Klein-Collins and Elmer Schirmer, shift leaders; Bob Schroeder 
Midnight - 3 AM:  Jim Rainwaters, shift leader; Gordon and Miriam Ferguson; George Groves; Ev 
Rainwaters; Joy Sobczak. 
3 AM - 5 AM:  Phil Rogers, shift leader: Mary and Tom Babler; Anne McElaney; Mark Overstreet; Bob Schroeder. 



Breakfast & clean-up: Kay and Ron Van Buskirk, shift leaders; Roger Barney; Cindy and Roger Bunting; Shane 
Fitzgerald; Valerie Geisendorfer; Larry Kahler; Bob and Ruth Kinsman; Paula Macal; Sue Mack; Jeff Ray; Agnes 
Schaller; Joe Tinder; Dale and Rosemary Zimmerman. 
Shift substitutes:  Chuck Borcher; Peter Chari; Ken Cox; Bob Schroeder. 
2nd week laundry:  Nancy Schroeder, shift leader; Roger Barney; Betsy Bevel; Mary Carter; Tara Cotsonas; 
Robbie Graham; Kelli Hill; Ruth Kinsman; Gail Laurent; Linda Morgan; Donna Pries; Kristina Purdy; Joe Roche; 
Debbie Sasveld; Mari Schirmer. 
3rd week laundry: Ev Rainwaters, shift leader; Allyson Buckland; Mary Kay Doody; Miriam Ferguson; Patti 
Hollingsworth;, Josselin Hubert-Garcia; Greg and Nicole Hubert; Carrol Lankenau; Fran Rice; Bruce Richmond; 
Marsha Taylor; Joan Uebele; Jennifer Weddle. 
Linen repairs: Is Dittrich, Marty Schwab. 
Linen shelving:  Betsy and Joe Roche. 
Sunday Evening supervisors for outside groups: Jeff Cowan; Tom Paylo; Jim Rainwaters; Scott Shallcross. 
Monday Morning supervisors for outside groups:  Dick Legg; Larry Kahler (3rd and 5th) ; Nancy Abernethy. 
Our special thanks to all the generous unnamed people who donated the large quantities of food and supplies we 
used each month.  Watch in August for the 2009-2010 volunteer sign-up opportunities. 

Summer Opportunities to Help PADS 
Bike Donations:   Ken, a DuPage PADS participant, is an expert when it comes to fixing bikes.  When a newly 
donated bike needs a few adjustments, Ken is able to get the bike running.  Lately, however, he hasn’t had many 
bikes to work on because bike donations are down this year.  If you have an adult bike in usable or easily fixable 
condition, please consider donating it to DuPage PADS.  For more information, please contact Tim Paul at 
(630)682-3846 x. 233 or tpaul@dupagepads.org. 

Clothing Donations:   The Kairos Sunday School class invites you to support one of their ongoing service 
projects.  The donations from the green collection bin in the back lot are given to the Unique Thrift Shop, which 
pays DuPage PADS for the potential merchandise for their store.  You can help by putting donations of shoes, 
clothing, bedding, toys, jewelry and books in the bin.  Please put all donations in clean bags, and please do not 
put any other items in the bin. 

Blanket Washing:   Volunteers are needed to wash a few blankets from the PADS supply.  If you can run an extra 
load or two of laundry this summer, contact Nancy Schroeder. 

Staff-Parish 
Dear Community Church: 

It is with sincere regret that the Staff Parish Relations Committee informs you that the position of Church Business 
Administrator at Community Church has been eliminated.  Lauralyn Theodore  has faithfully filled this position for 
almost 17 years.  Many of you have worked with her and have received the benefit of her support.  We would like 
to make it absolutely clear that the elimination of this position does not reflect in any way that the Church is 
unhappy with her performance.   The serious financial situation of the church and the deterioration of the 
economy in general have necessitated this action. 

The SPRC came to this decision by following a process in which it determined the duties of the church 
administrator could be managed by lay leadership and members of the staff.  This will take some sacrifice from 
all. Such sacrifice is called for in the face of the general economic downturn.    

In appreciation of Lauralyn’s many years of service she is being provided a severance package.  It is the hope of 
the Staff Parish Committee that the congregation will express their appreciation to her individually as each of you 
sees appropriate. 

Faithfully yours, 

CUMC Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Stewardship 
Note: This is the second of a five part series in which we will discuss an expanded vision of the traditional notion 
of “Stewardship”.  This month we will reflect on the Stewardship of Presence. 

We are called to be God’s stewards.  The stewardship of prayer, focused on in May, is just one element of this 
call. Another is the stewardship of presence.  Presence is the foundation of the church, not the church as an 
institution but the church as a community of people who believe that God loves them and wants them to love one 
another. When even one of us is missing from worship, the “church” has been diminished by that absence.   

Hearing the scripture, singing the hymns, listening to the sermon, and sharing in the prayers are all part of relating 
to and understanding what God wants from us as stewards.  Our relationship with God should not be casual.  It 



should not depend on convenience.  When each of us became a member, we took a vow to support the church 
with our presence.  In turn, the congregation responded that it would do all in its power to increase faith, confirm 
hope, and perfect us in love. These qualities – faith, hope and love – cannot be nourished, however, unless we 
are together, unless we are a community. Our spiritual growth is jeopardized when we are not. 

Our presence matters.  Come for worship, stay for fellowship, and join your fellow Christians on the path to 
becoming God’s faithful stewards 

Trustees 
The Caring for Community Workday  was Saturday, June 13. 
Over 40 people helped with interior work at 20 N. Center and the 
707 Sara parsonage – and once the rain stopped we even got in 
a little outdoor work.  Thanks to all the workers and those who 
supported this important effort, and to Evangelism and 
Stewardship teams.  We also thank all those who have helped 
spruce up the 707 Sara parsonage interior over the past few 
months. Parsonage maintenance work is still in progress. 

The library mystery leak  is almost resolved. Tuckpointing, brick 
wall, and minor roof repair are nearly completed. 
The purchase of the second parsonage,  shown at right, is 
proceeding.  The seller accepted our offer of $225,000 and the closing is set for June 29. 

The On Center lease  at Meiley Swallow will terminate on August 30 and the (much less expensive) Sts. Peter 
and Paul lease is pending final signatures. 

 United Methodist Women 

Knitting Circle 
The UMW Knitting Circle meets year round, Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. (except holidays) in the church parlor.  
Stop by to say hello or join the knitters.  Two special evenings are coming up soon.  On Monday, June 15 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. (note time change), join the Knitters Potluck Farewell to Rev. Haeran Kim; then on Monday, 
June 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., visit a Knitters Dessert Night with Rev. Emery Percell.  All are welcome at both 
events; bring a dish to pass. 

Did you know that 32 knitters are involved in making prayer shawls?  There are nine low profile knitters – they 
don't attend the weekly meetings but they surprise us all with their beautifully completed prayer shawls.  Together 
all the knitters have completed over 250 prayer shawls!  If you're a knitter or crocheter and cannot attend 
meetings, you could still contribute a prayer shawl.  For those who are less handy and would like to help with this 
wonderful ministry, both cash and yarn donations are welcome.  There's about $15 of material in one prayer 
shawl.  Yarn should be three matching skeins of Light N Lofty or Homespun yarn.  Would you like to give a prayer 
shawl to a friend or loved one who is not a member of our church?  You could commission a special prayer shawl 
for $30 and the profit would help us buy more yarn.  Be sure to let us know what color you'd like.  For more 
information about the knitting circle, contact Mary Markwell. 

Youth 

Operation Costa Rica 
The June 6 evening fundraiser for Operation Costa Rica was a great success.  We 
took in over $4400, between dinner ticket sales and auction items.  Our great thanks 
to everyone who donated items to the auction, as well as to the youth and adults who 
worked in the kitchen and provided entertainment for the event.  Nine youth and six adults 
will be travelling to San Jose, Costa Rica from July 13 through 20 to work with Strong Missions. 
While there, the youth will be working on a number of projects including the construction of a classroom 
and wood working shop, conducting a Vacation Bible school program, feeding starving children in the area 
through a food depository and working with local churches in establishing long lasting ministries throughout the 
area that will help improve the quality of life through promoting education and job training. 

Summer Youth Events 
On June 28th, we’re having a beach day!  This is open to all families.  We will be heading over to Centennial 
Beach right after church for a day of fun in the sun. 

Senior High YF meet-to-eats are being scheduled.  Watch the announcements and your e-mail. 



Administrative Notes 

Sunday Building Hours and Holidays 
From June through August, the church building will be locked on Sundays at 1 p.m. unless an event is scheduled.  
Contact Marianna McCauley to schedule events and reserve rooms. 

The church and church office will be closed on Friday, July 3. 

New E-Mail Addresses 
Our new pastors’ e-mail addresses  will become active starting Monday, June 29: 

Rev. Mark Jacobs, Senior Pastor:  markjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org 
Rev. Melissa Hood, Associate Pastor:  mhood@communityunitedmethodist.org 

Note that Rev. Jacobs’ address breaks our usual first-initial-last-name scheme for creating e-mail addresses, 
because mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org is already used by Mary Jacobs (no relation � ). 

Committee and service e-mail addresses  are as follows: 
General church contact:  info@communityunitedmethodist.org 
Trustees:  trustees@communityunitedmethodist.org 
Building Committee:  buildcomm@communityunitedmethodist.org 
E-Tidings articles and subscription requests:  tidings@communityunitedmethodist.org 
UMW Harvest of the Hands:  harvest@communityunitedmethodist.org 

If your committee or organization would like an e-mail address, contact Ken Cox. 

Web Site and E-Tidings 
The church web site is http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org.  Click the “Calendar” link in the lower-right 
corner to view the church calendar.  Contact Marianna McCauley to schedule events. 

E-Tidings is published on the 15th of each month.  The deadline for articles is the Thursday prior to the 15th; the 
next deadline is July 9 for the July 15 issue.  E-Tidings is e-mailed to households and placed on the church web 
site. If you have news for e-Tidings or wish to subscribe please e-mail tidings@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Staff Directory 
Rev. Emery Percell, Senior Pastor (epercell@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Haeran Kim, Associate Pastor (hkim@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Beth Elders, Minister of Christian Education (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Nick Giannasi, Director of Youth Ministries (ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Stephen Edwards, Director of Music and Worship Planning (sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Cindy Lytle, Director of Contemporary Worship (clytle@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Mary Jacobs, Director of Lay Ministry (mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Marianna McCauley, Administrative Assistant (mmccauley@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Robert Brinck, Church Treasurer (rbrinck@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Ken Cox, Office Assistant (kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Lorna Jansen, Church Organist (ljansen73@comcast.net) 
 


