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This Month’s Top Stories 

Ninth Grade Confirmation, February 22 
The Ninth Grade confirmation class will be confirmed at the 11:00 Sanctuary service on February 22, 2009.  The 
confirmands will share their creedal affirmations of faith.  A reception hosted by the Eight Grade class will be held 
afterward.  Help welcome and celebrate with the newest members of Community United Methodist Church. 

Fat Tuesday, February 24 
Celebrate Community UMC’s annual Fat Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. on 
February 24.  This fun-filled event is hosted by CUMC’s Evangelism 
Committee, who will provide the entrée (pasta with assorted sauces) 
and drinks.  Those attending will be invited to bring garlic bread, salad, 
vegetable, or dessert.  Live Dixieland music – activity for the kids – a 
good time – feasting and frolicking by all! 

Special Church Conference, February 26 
A special church conference will be held on Thursday, February 26, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The purpose of this 
conference is to consider preliminary building plans and elect a director to the Community UMC Foundation 
Board.  Rev. Diana Facemyer, Aurora District Superintendent, will preside.  All members of Community UMC 
have voice and vote.  The Facilities Study Committee’s report is available in the church office and on the church 
web site at http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/conf20090226/index.html. 

Reception for Joel Janis, March 1 
Joel Janis, Director of Contemporary Worship, will be leaving Community UMC on March 1.  The Staff-Parish 
committee invites all to a reception for Joel on March 1, in Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 services.  Letters 
for Joel and donations for a love gift may be sent to the church office. 

Lent Brochure 
Community UMC’s Lent brochure, with information about worship services and small-group study opportunities, 
will be available at the February 22 worship services.  You can also pick up your copy on-line by visiting 
http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/lent.html and clicking on the “Lent Brochure” link. 

 

Pastor’s Note 
Step into the Future 

At the specially called Church Conference on Thursday evening, February 26, at 
7:00 pm in the sanctuary, we will take a look into the future of Community United 
Methodist Church and, perhaps, take an important, first step into that future.  We 
will look at a proposal from the Facilities Use Committee and vote on it. 

It would be better perhaps if we could wait on the leadership of the new senior 
pastor; if we could wait until the economy turns around.  But, we need to take this 
step now for two important reasons. 

The first is that we have some serious code violations in our present building that 
must be addressed as soon as possible.  The Nursery must be brought down to 
the first floor to meet an agreement with the city.  Fire Code compliance is 
urgent.  Upgrades of our electrical, heating and air-conditioning systems are long 
overdue.  In addition, of lesser urgency, is the need to provide meeting space 
near the front entrance; and the need to renovate office spaces. 



The second reason we cannot afford to wait is the need to provide permanent space for our OnCenter ministry.  
The rental of Meiley-Swallow Hall is to run for only two and a half years.  Rental is expensive and inefficient.  We 
need to build a space on the south side of the present building to seat 250 people.  That would also be a multi-
purpose space for recreation purposes and for theater presentations as well.    

Even if we move ahead with the building plans and funding plans at all due speed, we will get them in place just in 
time for the necessary transition.  Every delay will be costly.  That is why we must try to take this preliminary step 
now. 

As your pastor, however, I see something even more important.  I see this facilities proposal as an opportunity for 
us to do something really important together!  In every strong congregation, there are differing perspectives and 
visions.  These inevitably come into conflict.  That can be destructive of course; but, it is a blessing, actually, 
because that is the way creative growth happens—when every person’s energy and contribution can be included 
in shaping the final achievement. 

This Facilities Use Proposal offers our wonderful, strong dedicated congregation an opportunity to forge a 
common direction.  We will need all the opinions and concerns of every person to make a final building plan that 
will serve the next generation well.  This first step is a golden opportunity. 

It is indeed a ‘first’ step.  The architectural drawings we have now are only suggestions to elicit thought and ideas.  
Our Facilities Use Committee has done a fine job of listening to many people and thinking about our needs.  A 
Building Committee, however, will be elected to listen to every need and perspective.  And, of even greater 
importance, we will all have to listen carefully to each other. Nothing will be final until all of that is done.  Then a 
viable, creative, comprehensive plan can be developed that we can all support. 

Before too long, we hope, when the economy begins to turn around, we will be ready to meet the financial 
challenge and get things under way.  I hope you will invite me back to take part in the Dedication Celebration!   

Rev. Emery Percell 

Worship News 
Preaching Schedule and Lectionary 

February 21 and 22:   Confirmand Witnesses, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Haeran Kim, OnCenter. 
Ninth Grade Confirmation, Sanctuary at 11:00. 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

February 28 and March 1:   Dr. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Lynn Pries, OnCenter. 
Communion Sunday; Reception for Joel Janis following 11:00 services. 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 21:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

March 7 and 8:   Rev. Haeran Kim, Chapel and Sanctuary; Jeff Haake, OnCenter. 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

March 14 and 15:   Rev. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Al Streyffeler, OnCenter. 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

Joys and Concerns 
Our Congratulations 

�  On the birth of Skylar Reese Murphy on January 23, to Maren Morrow and Brian Murphy.  Jim and Jill Morrow 
are Skylar’s grandparents, and James Morrow is her uncle. 

�  On the birth of Max Jameson Kinney on January 30, to Jennifer and Jason Kinney.  Karen Watkins is Max’s 
grandmother. 

Our Sympathy 
�  To Mary Brooks and her family, after the death of Mary’s mother, Nadine Brooks, on January 26. 

�  To Jim Morrow and his family after the death of Jim’s mother, Elizabeth Morrow, on February 18. 

Our Troops and their Families 
David Cobbel is returning from his tour of duty, while John Aitchison, a friend of the Markwells, is returning to Iraq.  
We continue to pray for our troops and their families: Christopher Coyle, Scott Radunz, Andrew Dean Russell, 
Vincent Simonetti, and Brad Woltman. 



Community News 

Winter Film Series 
“The Power of Protest” is the theme for the 2009 Winter Film Series, convened by Rev. Al Streyffeler.  Get 
together every Saturday at 6:00 p.m. to view a film (popcorn is usually provided) and discuss it afterward.  The 
selections are: 

·  “The Chicago 10”, February 21.  Written and directed by Brett Morgen, and mixing bold and original animation 
with archival footage, this is the story of 8 activists who are held accountable for the 1968 protests at the 
Democratic Convention in Chicago and who must defend themselves in a court that has become a circus. 

·  “CraWford, Pop. 705/6”, February 28.  A documentary film by David Modigliani. Through the eyes of 
Crawford’s characters, witness a unique reflection on the Bush era–a funny, deeply human story told by the 
unforgettable individuals who, once a President chose to intertwine his life with theirs, were forever changed.  
Very Poignant! 

·  “The Real Dirt on Farmer John” on March 7.  Produced and Directed by Taggart Siegel, this is the epic tale of 
a maverick Mid-western farmer.  An outcast in his community, Farmer John bravely stands amidst a failing 
economy, vicious rumors, and violence.  By melding the traditions of family farming with the power of art and 
free expression, this powerful story of transformation and renewal heralds a resurrection of farming in 
America. 

The February selections are hosted by the Van Buskirks and the March film by the Abernethys.  Give your hosts a 
call the day before the film. 

Community Players 
Community Players will stage performances of The Sound of Music on March 20, 21, 27, and 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
There is also a matinee on March 28.  Mark your calendars now to attend this wonderful family event, directed by 
Ollie Taylor, with musical direction by Lana Sutton.  Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children (12 and 
under).  There is also a special family (parents and children) ticket for $25.00.  Tickets will be on sale starting 
March 1, and can be purchased at church on Sundays or by calling Ken Cox at (630)983-8707. 

Ministry Reports 

Christian Education 

Living the Questions 2.0 
This sequel to the popular “Living the Questions” invites participants to interact with one another in exploring the 
best of today’s theological thought.  Topics include “Taking the Bible Seriously,” “The Prophetic Jesus,” 
“Reclaiming the World,” “Embracing Mystery,” and others.  Participants do not need to have taken the first “Living 
the Questions,” and sessions are not cumulative, so even if you can’t make all the classes you can still join.  
Sessions will be on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. starting February 25.  Contact Beth Elders for 
information or to join. 

Short-Term Disciple: Invitation to the Psalms 
This study invites participants to engage the Psalms at the deepest levels of our hearts, where God’s faithfulness 
confronts the most challenging aspects of our lives.  We ask, “How long, O Lord?  Will you hide yourself forever?” 
(Psalm 89) and in the same breath pray “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 48).  Sessions are 
Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. starting February 19.  Contact Beth Elders for information or to join. 

Sunday School Teacher Recruitment 
Community UMC needs a few teachers for children’s Sunday School in the Spring quarter.  For more information, 
contact Beth Elders, belders@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

United VBS, Summer 2009 
Mark your calendars now for the 2009 United Vacation Bible School, June 22-25.  This year we’re going to Camp 
E.D.G.E. (Experience and Discover God Everywhere).  Registration begins March 15 – stay tuned for more 
information. 



Confirmation Work Day 
On President’s Day (February 16th), members of the 8th 
& 9th Grade Confirmation classes, their mentors, and 
class leaders spent the day volunteering at Trinity UMC 
in Joliet.  While there, they cleaned and waxed the 
floors, picked up construction materials from the exterior 
of the building, and thoroughly cleaned and organized 
the dishes in the kitchen and surrounding areas.  
GREAT JOB, everyone! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

College Outreach Ministries 
Exciting things are happening in college outreach this year!  This ministry is growing in scope and participation!  
The purpose of college outreach is to connect students with our church and to keep the “home fires burning” for 
our CUMC students who are attending an out of town college.  For those attending North Central College (NCC) 
and other local colleges, our hope is that CUMC becomes their church home away from home.   

I would like to tell you about what has already begun at CUMC.  Beth Elders, Director of Christian Education, Judy 
Burton, former leader of Evangelism, Evie Burke, former leader of the NCC college team along with the support of 
Lynn Pries and the Evangelism team have all worked diligently to establish monthly lunches for NCC students.  
The lunches started small and have continued to grow in attendance.  They provide a forum for students to 
connect with CUMC and for CUMC to connect with the students.  Through this ministry, students are finding ways 
to be a part of our congregation.  NCC students are now active in On Center worship, choir, education, dance, lay 
readers, and more.   

NCC College Outreach 
Through the CUMC NCC College Outreach team, we have begun the following outreach and fellowship activities: 

·  Lunch and movie days to discuss current movies in relation to faith questions 

·  E-birthday notes 

·  A birthday treat for NCC students who have attended CUMC 

·  Treat bags during exam time  

·  A picnic at the beginning of the school year and again at the end of the school year 

·  Bookmark / Refrigerator Magnet at start of school year with CUMC worship schedule 

·  We hope to add a book/discussion group for students  



Community’s College Students (C 3) 
A newly formed ministry within CUMC College Outreach is C-Cubed (Community’s College 
Connection).  This ministry was developed to maintain a connection to our students while they 
attend an out of town college.  

During this inaugural year, the C-Cubed team has: 

·  Hosted a Christmas get-together for students to visit and reconnect 

·  Sent out Valentine’s Day care packages 

·  Created a Facebook group with 25 students included from our congregation 

We plan to have future gatherings at break times, and we hope that students who are back in town will join us for 
lunch.  The lunch schedule is posted on the Facebook group and is typically on the first Sunday of the month. 

How to Help 
Many people give generously in time, materials, and home cooked meals to make this ministry possible.  The 
College Outreach ministries rely on donations at the donut table as its only source of additional funding.  
Recently, donations to the donut table have been down and expenses for the college outreach are increasing with 
expanded programming.  If you have a spot in your heart for NCC or for our own college students or if you 
remember your college experience with a Wesley foundation or a college outreach program, please consider 
giving a little extra to the donut fund this week.  Specifically, we hope to fund the Valentine’s packages that were 
sent to 29 of CUMC’s college students and to fund the college student’s cost of the upcoming International 
Pancake Breakfast on April 5.   

If you have any questions about College Outreach at CUMC or want to get more involved, please call Carol 
Pfeiffer at (630)428-7505. 

Hunger Commission 

Seed Drive 
The Hunger Commission’s annual seed drive runs through March 1.  Collection baskets are now in the halls and 
classrooms.  Your donations of flower and vegetable seeds go to garden projects at Marcy-Newberry and the 
Chicago Housing Authority. 

Men and Women 

United Methodist Men 
The Aurora District United Methodist Men will be holding a Lenten Communion Service and Breakfast, Saturday, 
February 28, 8:00am to 10:30 am at New Lenox UMC at 339 W. Haven Avenue, New Lenox, IL.  Worship will be 
led by Rev. James McDonald, Sr. Pastor at the New Lenox Church.  There will be fellowship and breakfast 
following the service.  Please contact Jim Rainwaters or George Groves, if you are interested in attending/car 
pooling. 

Church Women United 
CWU of Naperville invites you to World Day of Prayer , Friday, March 6th at Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Naperville.  Coffee and registration begins at 9:30; tour of the culture and religion of Papua,  New Guinea at 
10:15;  worship service written by the women of Papua at 11:00 a.m.  Anyone who has questions or needs 
transportation, please call Liz Bradley at (630)983-8737.  

CWU of Naperville would like to thank all who support Companions Journeying Together in sending Christmas 
cards to IL prisoners.  Companions sent us this -" We were blessed to have your help on the Christmas 
Card Project. You helped address 1,050 cards and donated 1350 stamps for women incarcerated in Illinois.  
Another 400 signed cards were distributed at Kane County jail.  An extra 5 books of stamps will be saved for 
our Mother's Day Project.�You are all angels!" 

Your cancelled stamps  support Brazilian Missionaries.  They are given to VFW in Naperville who support the 
Franciscan Sisters of Sacred Heart in Frankfort, IL and their Missionary Sisters in the villages of Barcarena and 
Icoaraci, Brazil.  The box for the stamps is in the downstairs hall by the front entrance. 



Missions 

Community With Kenya 
Clyde and Joan Uebele are on a mission trip to Kenya to visit Lahi and Yema Luhahi.  They will deliver teaching 
materials for medical classes and view the new clinic expansion at KEMU (Kenya Methodist University).  You can 
read their trip reports at the Community With Kenya blog, http://communitywithkenya.blogspot.com. 

Upcoming Mission Trips 
Mark your calendars for a mission trip to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the week of March 29 to April 4, 2009.  United 
Methodist churches have requested help for 5000 area homeowners doing flood clean-up (cooks are also 
needed).  This is an adults-only trip, and costs $200 for food, lodging, and supplies.  Contact Dick Legg at 
Richard116@aol.com or (630)420-2738 for details. 

Records and History 
Our thanks to all who helped with last month’s photo puzzle.  The class has been identified – it is the Third and 
Fourth grade class, and appeared in the 1971 Community UMC church directory.  We have also identified many 
of the students (or at least have a good guess), although the teacher still has not been named. 

This month’s quiz is based on one of the memorial plaques in the building – but several former members of the 
Memorials Committee have been unable to identify it.  The plaque is on the second floor, at the middle Center 
Street entrance (the one between the Sanctuary and the hospitality table), to the right of the door as you enter the 
building.  It is titled “Community Church Members Extending Their Life’s Interest Beyond Their Lives” and has six 
names:  Alma Tabbert, Nelda Jaeschka, Eva N. Ridley, Verna Shirey, Lydia Tabbert, and Melinda Schwab 
Urbauer.  If anyone knows anything about this plaque or about the six persons named, contact Ken Cox by e-mail 
at kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Secret Angels 
On December 20th, 75 children from 5 different congregations in the Naperville 
area met to help make a difference in the lives of other children! The children came 
together as a part of Secret Angels, an ecumenical children’s mission/service 
group sponsored by CUMC, and made no-sew blankets for the pediatric 
emergency room and ICU at Edward Hospital in Naperville.  They also baked 
cookies for the staff of the hospital to enjoy!  After finishing the blankets, all children 
and adults present then took a tour of the pediatric ER. 

Secret Angels is a fun-filled way for children to come together and engage in 
mission/service projects in their community and in the world at large.  Stay tuned 
for our next Secret Angels service project coming up this Spring! 

For more information about Secret Angels, or to volunteer to help with the next project, please contact Beth 
Elders, belders@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Senior Outreach 

90+ Celebration 
Seniors Ministry is planning a 90+ Celebration on Sunday, April 19th at 11 a.m.  with a reception following the 
service.   We will be celebrating the lives of those who will be 90 years or older during 2009.  We don't want to 
leave anyone out.  Let us know if you will be 90 or older in 2009, or if you know someone who will be 90 or older    
by calling Lynda Krazinski at (630)778-0956 or krazinski@sbcglobal.com. 



Senior Outreach Services 
Community UMC provides two monthly services for persons who find attending Sunday services difficult.  The 
Reminiscence Service, for persons with Alzheimer’s, is held on the second Tuesday each month at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  The Senior Assisted Living Service, providing worship and fellowship for homebound persons, is 
the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.  These services welcome all.  Please contact Sally 
McFaul to offer your gifts at these services. 

Stephen Ministry 

Do You Need Someone to Listen? 
According to a recent sermon by Rev. Beth Elders, 25 per cent of the people in the United States don't have 
someone to listen to them.  This can cause a lot of tension and a feeling of hopelessness in their lives.  If you feel 
you don't have someone to listen to you, Community United Methodist Church does.  We have Stephen Ministers 
who are especially trained to listen and with God's help to work through whatever you might need.   

Contact Mary Jacobs at the church office, 630-355-1483 or mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org. to see if 
someone can listen to you. 

Trustees 

Caring For Community 
A Trustee/Evangelism "Caring for Community" workday was held on January 24, 2009 from 9 a.m. to noon.  We 
had 27 volunteers who worked on indoor maintenance of our grand old building.  Workers in the sanctuary 
cleaned all the woodwork and pews, dusted off the high spots, removed staples from the balcony rail, secured the 
loose pews to the hardwood floor, and cleaned three of the chandeliers.  Other workers cleaned the remaining 
windows (inside only) on the second and third floors; cleaned the name tag shelf, cleaned the white chairs in 
Fellowship Hall and installed new slide clips on chairs which were missing them; and installed safety strips on 
the main entry door floor.  Two of our workers (Bob Schroeder and Deane Manbeck) made drywall repairs and 
painted the columns in Fellowship Hall.  

The Trustees estimate that this workday saved the church about $2,500.00.  That is great!  However, what's even 
better is that members took time out of their day to help maintain our church building and share ownership of 
Community. 

Jim McCloud, Trustees 

Youth 

Summer Work Trip 
This year, our SHYFt (Senior High Youth Fellowship) group is going to Costa Rica for their annual work trip.  The 
trip takes place from July 13 - July 20, and the youth will be partnering with the church's Mission committee and 
Strong Missions (http://www.strongmissions.com) in helping the poor of San Jose, Costa Rica by building a 
clothing and souvenir work shop. The students and adult leaders who attend this trip will also have the opportunity 
to experience the incredible culture of Costa Rican ticos (the name for Costa Rican citizens). The natural beauty 
of Costa Rica makes it a strong tourist hot spot, but many tourist don't get the chance to experience the true 
Costa Rican culture or make the kind of global impact that this trip will offer. 

There are a number of ways the mission team will be raising funds for this trip. First, the mission team will be 
writing support letters to friends, family and local business asking for prayer and material support. Secondly, the 
team will sponsor a Servant Auction Dinner on May 30th, in which a silent auction of incredible donated items and 
a live auction of Mission Team work groups will be held during a time of dinner and entertainment. Thirdly, the 
mission team will sponsor our annual Flamingo Fundraiser. If you are interested in supporting the trip through 
prayer or material giving, contact Nick Giannasi at nickgiannasi1@gmail.com or call (630)770-5997. 

Youth on the Web Site 
Check the youth page on church web site, http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/teens.html, for the 2009 
calendar (you’ll need Excel to read it) and the application for the summer work trip (PDF). 



Web Site and E-Tidings 
For more information about Community United Methodist Church please call the church office at 630-355-1483 or 
visit www.communityunitedmethodist.org.  The church calendar is also on the web site; click the “Calendar” link in 
the lower-right corner. 

E-Tidings is published monthly, generally around the 15th of the month and covering through the next month of 
events.  It is e-mailed to households and placed on the church web site. If you have news for e-Tidings, please 
send it to Lauralyn Theodore, ltheodore@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

To sign up to receive e-Tidings, e-mail Ken Cox, kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Staff Directory 
Rev. Emery Percell, Senior Pastor (epercell@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Haeran Kim, Associate Pastor (hkim@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Beth Elders, Minister of Christian Education (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Nick Giannasi, Director of Youth Ministries (ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Stephen Edwards, Director of Music and Worship Planning (sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Joel Janis, Director of Contemporary Worship (jjanis@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Mary Jacobs, Director of Lay Ministry (mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Lauralyn Theodore, Church Administrator (ltheodore@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Marianna McCauley, Administrative Assistant (mmccauley@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Robert Brinck, Church Treasurer (rbrinck@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Ken Cox, Office Assistant (kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Lorna Jansen, Church Organist (ljansen73@comcast.net) 


