
 

Tidings from Community United Methodist Church 
December, 2008 
 
For more information about Community United Methodist Church please call the church office at 630-355-1483 or visit 
www.communityunitedmethodist.org.  The church calendar is also on-line now – visit www.communityunitedmethodist.org 
and click the “Calendar” link in the lower-right corner. 

Thank You 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
     – I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Dear Community Church, 

I write to say, “Thank You.”  

I am grateful to God for all you are and all for all you have given. 

Thank you for allowing me the renewal leave. It truly was a time or renewal and re-
direction. From that distance I could see that my part as pastor here was finished. 
This is the time for the congregation and for me to take new steps in different directions.  

Thanks to Emery Percell and our gifted staff and able lay leaders who have carried on the ministry that I had to let 
go.  

Thank you for your prayers. Through the years and especially through these past three months, I have been 
bodily and spiritually sustained by God’s grace invoked by your love and unceasing prayers. 

I am deeply grateful for the fourteen and one-half years we have shared together in ministry. In the old 
Evangelical United Brethren Church, the common length of pastoral appointments was seven years. We have 
been privileged to share two seasons of seven. Look at all God has done with us and through us in this time. 
Even so, there is much that is still undone. Hopes not realized. Dreams not yet envisioned.  That is why the 
church needs changes of pastoral leadership. A new shepherd to guide us into the future. In our tradition, this is 
called “itinerant ministry.” 

Community Church was dear to me before I came as Pastor in July, 1994. Mary and I attended worship here 
while we were students at North Central College and while I was at Evangelical Theological Seminary. It was 
strange providence that brought me back “home” as Sr. Pastor. Adding up all the years, I have been in CUMC 
one third of my life and nearly one half of my pastoral ministry.  

How do we say, “Good-bye?” With some sadness and much gratitude. I am grateful for this season of Advent and 
Christmas in which we can worship together, light the candles of anticipation and hear the Gospel readings of 
God’s coming in Christ Jesus to bring us the “new”. What a gift!  

On December 31st my appointment to Community comes to an end. After that date, in faithfulness to the ethics of 
our connection and in support of the appointed minister, I will perform no pastoral services in this congregation. In 
this regard, we must let go. 

On January 1, I begin as the appointed pastor of The United Church of Sandwich, IL. I look forward to this new 
charge and the opportunity it offers me to re-focus my energies and ministry.  

My whole pastoral ministry has been served along Route 34—from Naperville to LaMoille and Ottawa, back to 
Aurora and Naperville and now out again to Sandwich. U.S. 34 has been a very good road for me and our family. 

So again, “Thank You, God!” for what has been and what is yet to be, and for this moment of grace experienced 
among the good people of Community United Methodist Church. 

 

Thank You, 

 

Tom Babler 
Sr. Pastor 



Farewell for Tom Babler  

Dear CUMC Family, 

Tom has returned from his Renewal Leave.  He has resumed his appointment as senior pastor for the month of 
December.  Today, this first Sunday morning, he preached in the sanctuary and celebrated Holy Communion with 
those in attendance.  This past week he has met with small groups and talked with individuals.  He is telling us 
about his decision for ending his ministry at CUMC and new beginnings.   

We are celebrating Tom’s service here all month. Several small groups have plans to meet with him, or have 
already done so.   

At the end of the month on December 28th, the Staff Parish Committee invites you to come to an all-church 
potluck dinner.  We will gather together in Fellowship Hall following the 11 o’clock worship services in honor of 
Tom and Mary.  Please bring one of the following: a main dish casserole, a salad, a side dish or a dessert.  In 
order to plan accordingly, please RSVP to info@communityunitedmethodist.org or call (630)355-1483. 

CUMC Staff Parish Committee 

Worship News 
Preaching Schedule 

December 20 and 21:   Rev. Tom Babler, Chapel and Sanctuary; Jeff Haake, OnCenter.  OnCenter will have a 
service of lessons and carols. 

December 21 Longest Night Service:   Rev. Haeran Kim. 

December 24 5:00 p.m. Family Service:   Rev. Beth Elders. 

December 24 10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service:   Rev. Tom Babler.  

December 27 and 28:   Rev. Tom Babler, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Al Streyffeler, OnCenter. 

January 3 and 4:   Rev. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Al Streyffeler, OnCenter.  Observance of 
Epiphany Sunday. 

January 10 and 11: Rev. Haeran Kim, Chapel and Sanctuary; Jeff Haake, OnCenter.  Observance of the 
Baptism of the Lord. 

Longest Night Service 
This quiet service of reflection and remembrance reminds us that God is present in even the darkest times.  
Anointing with oil will be offered for those who wish to receive this sign of healing.  The service is at 7:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 21. 

Christmas Eve Services 
The Family Service will be at 5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve.  Rev. Beth Elders will tell a Christmas story, and the 
Nativity story will be told through drama.  The Joyful Noise, Hosanna, and Sine Nomine choirs, the Tower Bells, 
and organist Lorna Jansen will share their musical gifts.  This year’s Christmas ornaments were decorated by 
Community UMC’s children at the Advent Party and finished by the United Methodist Women Studio Workshop. 

The Candlelight Service will be at 10:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve.  Rev. Tom Babler will share the message, and 
members of the Community UMC staff will read the liturgy.  Music will be by organist Lorna Jansen and the 
Sanctuary Choir.  The sacrament of Holy Communion will be shared, and the service will end with the lighting of 
the Sanctuary from the Christ Candle. 

Senior Outreach Services 
Community UMC provides two monthly services for persons who find attending Sunday services difficult.  The 
Reminiscence Service, for persons with Alzheimer’s, is held on the second Tuesday each month at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  The Senior Assisted Living Service, providing worship and fellowship for homebound persons, is 
the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.  These services welcome all.  Please contact Sally 
McFaul to offer your gifts at these services. 



Joys and Concerns 
Our Sympathy 

�  To Bob Schultz, after the death of Bob’s father, Elmer Schultz, on Monday, November 17; and of Bob’s 
mother, Mary Schultz, on November 27. 

�  To the family and friends of Del Kinney, a former member of Community UMC, who died on Tuesday, 
November 18, at the Otterbein Home in Lebanon, Ohio. 

�  To Greg Ritchie, after the death of Greg’s mother. 

�  To Roger Bunting, after the death of Roger’s uncle, Gerald Wittenberger. 

�  To Kim Johnson, after the death of her mother, Sally Thede, on November 29. 

�  To Judy Allen, after the death of her father, Rev. Arnold Olsen, on December 3. 

�  To Vernette Heim and Irene Schindel after the death of Margarent M. Schultz on December 3.  Margaret is 
the sister of Vernette, and the sister-in-law of Irene. 

�  To Kristina Purdy, after the death of her grandfather, Harley Hale, on December 7; and of her grandfather 
Orin Leslie on December 10. 

Our Troops and their Families 
We continue to pray for our troops and their families: David Cobbel, Christopher Coyle, Scott Radunz, Andrew 
Dean Russell, Vincent Simonetti, and Brad Woltman. 

Advent Party 
On November 30th (the first Sunday of Advent), the children of CUMC, along with numerous parent/adult 
volunteers, celebrated the beginning of this season of expectation by making Advent Wreaths, ornaments, and 
other fun-filled crafts, and tons of yummy fresh-baked cookies. Thank you to Carol Terrazzano, the CE 
Committee, and the many other people who made this ministry possible! 

  

  

  



“Joy to the World” 
The “Joy to the World” Christmas Concert on December 7 was 
attended by over 300 people, including the 80 in the combined 
choirs.  The concert began in Fellowship Hall, where attendees 
enjoyed hot spiced cider and the music of the Community UMC 
handbell choirs.  Kevin Markwell directed the Tower Bells youth 
choir, and Eldora Juha and Dottie Van Marter directed the 
combined Carillon and Open Circle adult choirs. 

The concert moved to the Sanctuary for music by the 
OneCommunity Orchestra and Choirs.  Stephen Edwards directed 
the choirs, with help from Mary Elliott, Amy Hollander, and Beth 
Hagemeyer.  The 30-piece orchestra included Community UMC members and friends Joline Basounes, Ellen 
Garey, Rod Jacobs, Dave Jenkins, Lorna Jansen, and Karen Lewis.  The Sanctuary Choir, Women’s Ensemble, 
and Sine Nomine youth choir combined their voices with those of other members and friends of Community UMC 
to perform pieces by Fettke, Greer, Rutter, and others, featuring solos by Stephen Edwards, Elizabeth Wesley, 
Kaye Schultz, and Sarah Fleschut. 

The adult choirs were joined by the Joyful Noise and Hosanna children’s choirs for “Christmastime,” “Climb to the 
Highest Mountain,” and “Happy Birthday, Jesus,” where Sarah Fleschut’s beautiful solo brought tears to the eyes 
of all in attendance.  The Rejoice and Rainbow Dancers, under the direction of Donna Pries, led the opening 
procession and danced to “Come to Set Us Free.” 

    
The audience joined the choir for a sing-along of such traditional carols as  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” 
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” and “The First Noel.” 

This event could not have happened without a great deal of behind-the-scenes preparation, and we especially 
thank Shawn Hagemeyer for sound; Ruth Kinsman for assembling programs; Alana Shuma and Karen Lantz for 
preparing gift baskets and programs; Lisa Bauer for child care, both during the concert and during the many 
rehearsals; Zink Sanders for the “OneCommunity Chorus” concept; Ken Cox and Dean Craig for setup, cleanup, 
and other odds and ends; Beth Hagemeyer, Joy Sobczak, Nick Giannasi, and Deane Manbeck for help moving 
the percussion equipment; North Central College for their generous loan of that equipment; and Mary Jacobs, 
Marianna McCauley, and Lauralyn Theodore for their usual great support. 

 



 

Community News 
Bob Schroeder Retires from County Board 

After 20 years of serving as a government servant, Community UMC member Bob Schroeder has retired from the 
DuPage County Board.  An advocate of social services in the county, Bob served as chair of the Health and 
Human Services committee and assisted in developing programs such as the Family Self-Sufficiency program 
and drug and mental health courts. 

Bob and wife Nancy are heavily involved with the DuPage PADS program at Community UMC.  Often Bob will be 
at the church making sure the sheets have been picked up for washing, and looking after other details for the 
program.  Bob is also very involved with the Son-Light class.  Bob stated for the recent Naperville Sun article, “My 
goal was to have a better quality of life for the citizens, and I wanted to be sure the disadvantaged got a fairer 
shake.”   

Community UMC is proud of Bob, and his service to the community and to Community UMC. 

“The Sound of Music” Auditions 
The Community Players will present Rodgers’ and Hammerstein’s “The Sound of Music” in March, 2009.  Ollie 
Taylor will direct.  Shows will be March 20, 21, 27, and 28, all at 8:00 p.m.  Auditions are Sunday, January 4, 2009 
at 2:00 p.m., and Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. on the stage (room 202) at Community UMC.  Parts are 
available for men, women, and children.  A number of production and technical roles are also available.  Please 
contact Ollie Taylor at (630)355-6805 for more information. 

Church Conference 
Community UMC’s annual church conference was held on Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. with 
approximately 100 members in attendance.  Rev. Diana Facemyer, Aurora District Superintentent, chaired the 
meeting.  All issues before the meeting (pastoral salaries, continuation of candidates for ordination, and approval 
of the Lay Leadership report) passed.  The church conference report is available on the web site in PDF at 
http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/conferences/conference2008.pdf.  This document will be updated with 
corrections and additions by the Committee on Lay Leadership as they are made. 

A Word from Stephen Ministry 
Holidays are stressful for many people.  Some overextend and feel pressures of a lack or time, energy or money.  
Others may be dealing with grief due to the loss of a family member, memories of a broken relationship, loss of a 
job or an illness.  Such concerns seem to grow out of proportion and drain the body and mind of positive focus 
during this season.  Here are some ways to reduce stress and help to keep us focused on the true meaning of the 
Christmas Season. 

1. Eliminate the unnecessary and reduce holiday pressures on yourself and others.  Try to focus on the 
things that are really important. 

2. Don’t overextend or over-commit.  Remember that you are human and have human limitations.  Plan a 
restful activity as a part of your day. 

3. Make a Christmas shopping list, organize it, and go through it a second time asking yourself  “Is this item 
really necessary?”  You may find that some of the things that you thought were important really are not.  

4. Give special consideration to activities that will help both you and your family.   

5. Be aware of the needs of others and realize that by doing something for someone else - either as a family 
or as an individual - may bring your greatest happiness. 

6. Keep your focus on the real meaning of Christmas that is the hope and joy delivered in the celebration of 
the birth of the Christ child.  Read the story in your family unit and learn to celebrate in a simple but 
meaningful way within that circle. 

Your Stephen Ministers wish you all a joyful and peaceful holiday.  Remember that we are here to provide support 
and care during life’s stressful journeys.  Contact Mary Jacobs, mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org or in the 
office at (630)355-1483, ext. 17. 

 



Ministry Reports 
Ministry Reports are arranged alphabetically by the committee or ministry team. 

Christian Education 

Secret Angels 
Calling all children in kindergarten through 5th grade!  Join the Secret Angels this Saturday, Dec. 20 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Community Room at First Congregational UCC (across the street).  We’ll make blankets for children at 
Edward Hospital’s Pediatric Emergency Room and bake cookies for their hard-working staff, then carpool to the 
hospital to deliver them.  Bring a friend to share and help!  Parents are needed to help with crafts and carpooling; 
contact Beth Elders at belders@communityunitedmethodist.org or (630)355-1483 to volunteer.   

Safe Sanctuaries Update – Locking Policy 
The Children’s Sunday School classrooms  are now being kept locked when they  are not being used.  They will 
not be locked when there are children present for Sunday School.   The Nursery had a lock put on it some time 
ago, and is only locked when children are not present.   

The main goal of this is to continue to keep our children safe at Community UMC.   In addition, it will also protect 
the needed equipment that teachers use in their lessons every week.  If you need to get into one of these rooms 
during the week and the office is open, then you can check out a key for the time you need in the room and return 
it to the office that day.  If the office will not be open during the time you need to be in the room you can contact 
Beth Elders to arrange getting in the classroom.  Thanks again to all of our Sunday School Teachers for all of 
their hard work and dedication to our children at Community UMC. 

The Christian Education Committee 
Gwen Burke, Chair 

 

College Outreach 
Hey, Community UMC youth who are now in college!  If you’re on winter break and in the area on 
Dec. 21, C3 (CUMC’s College Connection) invites you to a pizza lunch in the Youth Room (303) after 
the 11:00 services.  Come and chat with your old friends, and see how the younger generation has 
redecorated the room.  Parents of college students, please pass this invitation along – and also let 
Carol Pfeiffer, carolericp@yahoo.com, know the contact information for your student.  

Finance 

Budget Update 
$43,000 needed to pay Apportionment?  And, all the rest of our 2008 Expenses?  That's what our Finance 
Committee estimates as of Dec. 7.    That's a stretch; but a worthy stretch. 

Our Northern Illinois Apportionment is our share of the Ministry of our Conference.  The Apportionment goes for 
many, many things; but, it provides the basic structures for our Rainbow Covenant Ministries.  What that means is 
that more of our Rainbow Covenant giving can go to programs which directly help people because the financial 
and organizational structures of our Mission Boards are in place – provided through Apportionment Giving.   

Such is the reasoning behind our Conference policy that our churches can only support Rainbow Covenant 
ministries after apportionments are paid.  Unless we pay our Apportioned Share in full, we are asking other 
churches to support our Rainbow Covenant giving.  We at CUMC have always paid our Apportionments in full and 
done our part.  So, let's stretch a bit and do it again this year! 

Year-End Giving 
You are encouraged to have all contributions to the church by Sunday, Dec. 28.  For tax purposes, to be counted 
for 2008 all offering must be given on or before Dec. 31; mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 31. 



Hunger Commission 

Heifer Project 
The Heifer Table is open outside the Sanctuary on Sundays.  Solve 
your Christmas shopping needs by making a donation to Heifer in 
the recipient’s name.  You will receive a card to send to the person honored, and a family somewhere in the world 
will receive an animal that will change their lives.  Since 1989, Community UMC has contributed $145,500 to this 
honored charity, helping 4,850 families.  With everyone sharing, we will fill another Ark in 2008. 

Missions 

Yema and Lahi Luhahi 
Kenya missionaries Yema and Lahi Luhahi have shared their year-end letter with us, including news and photos 
of the ongoing expansion to the KEMU clinic, which Community UMC supported through this year’s Easter 
offering.   The letter is on the church web site at http://www.communityunitedmethodist.org/kenya-2009.pdf.  

Upcoming Mission Trips 
Mark your calendars for a mission trip to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the week of March 29 to April 4, 2009.  United 
Methodist churches have requested help for 5000 area homeowners doing flood clean-up (cooks are also 
needed).  This is an adults-only trip, and costs $200 for food, lodging, and supplies.  Contact Dick Legg at 
Richard116@aol.com or (630)420-2738 for details. 

CROP Walk 
Community UMC's 31 walkers in this year's CROP Walk raised $4712. The total 
proceeds from the walk were approximately $67,000, with 25 churches and affiliated 
organizations participating. Next year's Naperville CROP Walk, the 27th annual, will 
break the $1,000,000 mark in fighting hunger both locally and throughout the world,. 
We are very proud and appreciative of this congregation's continuing support in 
addressing hunger needs. 

We would like to recognize CUMC's Bryan Craig, a senior at Neuqua Valley, who 
during his four years in high school has raised over $5,000 for the CROP Walk. Thanks 
Bryan for all your hard work and thanks to all of you who continue to support the Walk. 
We eagerly look forward to walking in 2009. 

Co-Chairmen 
Jim Davidson & Dave Hollander 

Special Offerings 
The United Methodist Church collects six special Sunday offerings each year to support ministries and missions.  
This year, Community UMC has generously contributed:  Human Relations Day, $1583; Peace With Justice, 
$1425; One Great Hour of Sharing, $2158; Native American Sunday, $1884; World Communion Sunday, $840; 
and United Methodist Student Day, $736.  Thank you for your support. 

Trustees 

Last Year – and Next 
The trustees have had a busy-busy year and are proud of the accomplishments. Some of these are: Complete 
new roof over entire building; renovated Room 201 for meetings and banners; tent removed and stored for sale; 
new bidding procedures now being implemented; new lower gas contract; enhanced children classrooms with 
new furniture,.chair rails and paint plus installed DVD players; workday a success with over 60 workers; M/S 
lease negotiation; insurance program reviewed; parsonage at 707 Sara light maintenance; further security 
measures being taken with all doors locked except front, and all children's classrooms locked; dumpsters of 
obsolete items were discarded freeing up storage space. 

Major items to be dealt with in the near future are: Church HYVAC system; total electrical upgrade; sprinklers for 
balance of church; fire doors as per code; major valve on boiler; replacement of all windows for parsonage; 
replacement of driveway for parsonage; repainting and updating the 35-year parsonage. 

Ed Cotner 
Chair of Board of Trustees 



Caring For Community in January 
The first Caring for Community all-church work day in October was a great success, with dozens of people 
helping to care for this great building with cleaning and repair projects both inside and out.  This work would have 
cost the church several thousand dollars, if we had hired services.  

The next Caring for Community will be Saturday, January 24, starting at 9:00 a.m.  Once again, we’ll have a wide 
variety of projects – all inside this time, of course! – so any and all skills are helpful.  The church announcements 
and web site will have more information as the day approaches. 

Youth 

SHYFt Winter Retreat 
The Senior High retreat is at Phantom Ranch Camp in Wisconsin (http://phantomranch.org) the weekend of 
January 16 to 18, 2009.  The camp has skiing, horseback riding, paintball, broomball, and a polar bear dive, 
among other fun opportunities.  We will also have four sessions featuring student-led worship, relevant spiritual 
lessons, and small group discussions.  Anyone in high school is invited to attend.  The cost is $99, and some 
scholarships are available.  Contact Nick Giannasi, ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org, for information. 

E-Tidings 
E-Tidings is published monthly, generally around the 15th of the month and covering through the next month of 
events.  It is e-mailed to households and placed on the church web site. If you have news for e-Tidings, please 
send it to Lauralyn Theodore, ltheodore@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

To sign up to receive e-Tidings, e-mail Ken Cox, kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Staff Directory 
Rev. Tom Babler, Senior Pastor (tbabler@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Emery Percell, Senior Pastor (epercell@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Haeran Kim, Associate Pastor (hkim@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Rev. Beth Elders, Minister of Christian Education (belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Nick Giannasi, Director of Youth Ministries (ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Stephen Edwards, Director of Music and Worship Planning (sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Joel Janis, Director of Contemporary Worship (jjanis@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Mary Jacobs, Director of Lay Ministry (mjacobs@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Lauralyn Theodore, Church Administrator (ltheodore@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Marianna McCauley, Administrative Assistant (mmccauley@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Robert Brinck, Church Treasurer (rbrinck@communityunitedmethodist.org) 
Ken Cox, Office Assistant (kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org) 


