
 

Tidings from Community United Methodist Church 
November, 2008 
 
For more information about Community United Methodist Church please call the church office at 630-355-1483 or visit 
www.communityunitedmethodist.org.  The church calendar is also on-line now – visit www.communityunitedmethodist.org 
and click the “Calendar” link in the lower-right corner. 

Pastor’s Note   
Frequently these days I am surprised to observe something else happening 
at Community United Methodist Church that I had not noticed before.  A 
senior pastor is needed to help coordinate the information and activity.  But, 
there is so much leadership and creative programming going on that it all 
happens regardless of who is the senior pastor.  I can understand now why 
Community Church has given the fine leadership it has down through the 
years; and, does now in our Northern Illinois Conference.  It is a great 
privilege to be your pastor—an exciting privilege. 

The strong financial support given to both to our world mission and our 
primary mission here shows the deep, loving commitment that has been built 
over the years.  There is passionate support for every activity and program. 
And, not just gifts of money; but of time and talents.  Your gifts, all of them, 
are the foundation of our mission. 

This month, we have heard stewardship testimonies, received a magnificent 
DVD, and a  menu of Rainbow Promises to remind us of all that is going on 
and the reasons for making a renewed—or a new—promise of financial 
support for 2009.  Bonnie Valiant and the Stewardship Committee have done 
a fine job in showing us how to do it.  

This year, we will have a Celebration Sunday on November 16 in which we will all come to the altar during the 
worship service, bringing our offering for the day and our pledges for 2009.  We will place them in an offering 
plate and then take the sacramental bread and wine.  That will be an expression of how our giving is a response 
to Christ’s offering for us.  

This year, our children will have their own cards to bring.  There will be extra cards for them and for adults in the 
bulletins, also, so that everyone can have something to put in the plate individually; or, as a family.  Even if you 
have not yet decided on a figure to give over the course of the year, you are urged to put a card in the plate in 
order to participate in the giving congregation.  You can turn in a completed card at a future date. 

Our Finance Committee does a fine job in making sure that your financial gifts are used wisely.  If you have 
questions about any part, let me know.  I can direct you to someone who can provide the information you need.  

May God’s blessing surround you and your family as you decide on your support of the primary and world 
missions you love. 

Emery Percell 

A Message from Staff-Parish   
Today I write to you, representing the members of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, with information 
concerning our Senior Pastor Tom Babler’s Renewal Leave, and future plans for our church.  

For the past two months, during this time of quiet and reflection, our District Superintendent has served as our 
connection with Tom.  On Wednesday of last week, Tom met with District Superintendent Diana Facemyer, our 
Lay Leader Rich Fleming, our serving Senior Pastor Emery Percell, and myself, the Chair of Staff Parish.  During 
this meeting Tom confirmed that he would not be returning to Community UMC as senior pastor.  In his time of 
rest and renewal, he has discerned that his ministry at this church is complete and that it is time to take on new 
challenges.  Tom will be appointed to a new charge to begin on January 1, 2009. In the spirit of John Wesley's 
“Itinerant Minister” as of that time he will no longer serve CUMC. The appointment will be in the general area and 
he and Mary will continue to live in Naperville. 



Now we turn our thoughts to how we will say good-bye; how we will show Tom our gratefulness for his 15 years of 
service at this church. In the month of December, after the period of the leave is complete, Tom will be back 
among us.  At that time we will hear from him, and we will celebrate his service.  We are all encouraged to enter 
into the celebrations, groups and personal. Tom will want to hear from us all. 

And finally, the Bishop will appoint a new senior pastor to serve here.  The typical time for that is at the next 
Annual Conference in June 2009.  Until then, Emery Percell will continue in his interim appointment to this church.   

 
Peace and blessings, 
Cindy Bunting, Chair  
Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 
SPRC Members: Betsy Bevel, Cindy Lytle, 
Harris Fawell, Rich Fleming, Mary Markwell, 
Matt Rader, Zink Sanders and Brad Spencer 

Celebration of Ministry 
On Sunday, November 2, Community UMC celebrated Rev. Haeran Kim’s twenty years 
of ordained ministry.  Cindy Bunting, chair of Staff-Parish, presented Haeran with a 
stole, and all were invited to enjoy cake and punch in Fellowship Hall.  Haeran here 
shares her thanks with the congregation. 

 

Thank you from my heart. 

As I look at the stole, the gift from Community Church to celebrate my 20 years of 
ministry, many thanks come to my mind, and many thoughts make me feel humble. 

Christians have been carrying out Christ’s holistic mission. Healing bodies and souls, 
educating minds and spirits, showing Christ’s concern for the whole person and the 
whole society and the whole world. Through Christ’s holistic mission, I am here where I 
am. 

As I look back at different times in my ministry, there was no moment without God’s 
grace; there was no moment without support and prayers from many people. More than 
anything, it was great that my ministry was in partnership with lay people. A colleague 
of mine, who is now retired, shared his view of ministry with young pastors. He said, “Whichever church you are 
appointed to, consider your church is the best church. Do your best in your ministry.”  

I am very thankful for that remark that every church is unique and special.  Every church I have served was 
unique and special. In those churches where I served, I am thankful for those faithful members and disciples of 
Christ’s church. I am thankful for the wonderful, talented Community UMC staff.  They are always willing to bring 
and share prayers, tears and laughter. I feel very privileged to have this celebration of my ministry here in 
Community Church. 

It is amazing to experience that everyone is called to ministry with their unique 
gifts from God.  In many cases, instead of me doing ministry, the people in the 
church shared their ministries and we definitely experienced God’s grace 
among us. 

I am very thankful that my congregation recognizes and celebrates my ministry; 
I want to say it is truly a celebration of God’s work together. 

Since 1988, there have been about 20 Korean women clergy members in our 
conference and many are in the ordination process. I celebrate their ministry as 
well. 

As I am thankful for these past 20 years, I offer to God many thanks and I am 
thankful for your love and prayers for another 20 years of ministry. Thanks be 
to God.  

Haeran Kim  



Worship News 
Preaching Schedule 

November 15 and 16:   Rev. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Al Streyffeler, OnCenter.  Community 
UMC will receive stewardship pledge cards and celebrate Holy Communion at all services. 

November 22 and 23:   Rev. Haeran Kim, Chapel and Sanctuary; Jeff Haake, OnCenter. 

November 29 and 30:   Rev. Emery Percell, Chapel and Sanctuary; Rev. Haeran Kim, OnCenter.  United 
Methodist Student Day special Sunday offering. 

Senior Outreach Services 
Community UMC provides two monthly services for persons who find attending Sunday services difficult.  The 
Reminiscence Service, for persons with Alzheimer’s, is held on the second Tuesday each month at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  The Senior Assisted Living Service, providing worship and fellowship for homebound persons, is 
the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.  These services welcome all.  Please contact Sally 
McFaul to offer your gifts at these services. 

Joys and Concerns 
Our Sympathy 

�  To the friends of Ann Wagner, a resident of Independence Village and a regular attendee of our worship 
services, who died on September 17. 

�  To Tom McFaul and his family, after the death of Tom’s cousin, Robert McFaul, on October 15. 

Our Congratulations 
�  To Don and Jean Palmer on the birth of their grandson, Jackson Calvin Palmer, to Mike and Kemona Palmer 

on October 23. 

�  To Larry Kahler on the birth of his grandson, Landry Jack Kahler, to Lawrence and Brandy Kahler on October 
25. 

�  Happy birthday to Winchell Faucett, Community UMC’s oldest member, who will be 101 years old on 
November 16.  You can send cards to Winchell at Sunrise Assisted Living, Room 230, 535 W. Ogden Ave., 
Naperville, IL  60563. 

Our Troops and their Families 
On this Veteran’s Day week, we continue to pray for our troops serving overseas.  Jim Rainwaters of the United 
Methodist Men collected this biographical information. 

�  David Cobbell  is married to Mary Markwell’s niece Jennifer, and they have a young daughter.  They 
reside in California.  David is a Naval Seabee and is in charge of a unit of heavy equipment operators in 
Kuwait.  He will be there until March 2009. 

�  Christopher Coyle  is the son of Mark and Susan Coyle. 

�  Scott Radunz  is married to Andrea Moore’s cousin Mary, who lives in California.  Scott is currently a 
National Guard recruiter.  He volunteered to go overseas and is currently training at Fort Bragg, NC.  He 
will be deployed to Afghanistan. 

�  Andrew Dean Russell  is the grandson of Bob and Pat Stockner.  Andrew is a sergeant in the army and 
is serving his third tour in Iraq.  He is a maintenance repairman for heavy equipment, including tanks.  He 
is married and has two children and resides in Colorado. 

�  Vincent Simonetti  is the nephew of Greg Fachet and Kathy Hirschfeld.  Vincent is a career military 
officer as a staff sergeant battalion leader.  He has just returned from an extended tour in Iraq and is 
awaiting his next assignment at Fort Bragg, NC.  He is married with two children. 

�  Brad Woltman  is the cousin of Ken and Kim Johnson.  Brad is single and lives in California.  He has 
been in the Army for three years and is a gunner on an armored vehicle.  He is currently headed 
overseas for reassignment.  This will be Brad’s third tour of duty. 

The Missions Committee and United Methodist Men are accepting donations for Strength of Service prayer 
books.  To date over 300,000 books have been distributed to troops serving overseas.  Contact Jim Rainwaters to 
support this effort. 



New Members 
Community UMC received new members on Sunday, October 26.  The next new members classes will begin 
March 5 and run through April 5, 2009, for members joining on April 19.  If you are interested in joining 
Community UMC or just in learning about the church, please contact one of the pastors or Mary Jacobs in the 
church office, (630)355-1483. 

Ellen Garey lives at 412 Kensington Ct., Naperville.  She relocated to the 
Chicago area from Michigan in the fall of 2001.  She is an orchestra director 
in Elmhurst District 205 and a professional violinist and violist.  In her spare 
time, Ellen enjoys reading and nature hikes.  Ellen is joining by transfer from 
First United Methodist Church in Grand Rapids, MI.  Her sponsor is Mary 
Elliott. 

Nick and Melissa Giannasi  were 
married in July of 2004. Nick has lived in 
Naperville for 5 years and is now the 
Director of Youth Ministries at 
Community United Methodist Church.  He enjoys playing video games, 
reading, hanging with friends and watching White Sox baseball.  Nick is 
joining by transfer from the Evangelical Covenant Church of Hinsdale. His 
sponsor is Nate Burke. 

 

 
Ed and Priscilla Gruber live at 8380 S. Ridge Rd. in Kendall County, west 
of Plainfield.  Their daughter and her husband, Patricia Gruber and Martin 
Cann with their two young children, also live in their home in the addition 
they recently added to the house.  Ed is retired from Nicor where he was a 
chemist.  He enjoys golf.  Priscilla works part time as an attorney with 
Patricia.  She likes taking classes at community college with other seniors 
and watercolor painting.  Ed and Priscilla are joining by transfer from Hope 
United Methodist Church in Joliet.  Their sponsors are Bill and Nancy Snell.   

Dan and Laury Hartman live at 360 S. Columbia St. in Naperville.  Dan 
works as an internet marketing consultant at BCP Interactive in downtown 
Chicago.  Dan enjoys woodworking and reading theology in his spare time.  
He is joining by transfer from United Church of Christ in Algonac, MI.  His 
sponsor is Laury Hartman. 

 

 

 

 

Brian and Stephanie Shallcross live at 2660 Sun Valley Rd., Lisle 60532 
in the Green Trails subdivision.  Brian is an attorney at Clifford Law Offices 
in Chicago.  Stephanie stays busy at home with their two children, Claire 
(age 5) and Henry (age 2).  Brian enjoys golf when he has time, and 
Stephanie enjoys reading and crafts.  Brian and Stephanie are joining by 
reaffirmation of faith.  Their sponsor is Scott Shallcross. 

Rev. Lana Sutton retired from full-time ministry and moved to Naperville with 
her husband, Paul, one year ago.  Paul died seven months ago, losing a 
battle with cancer.  This is the 3rd time Lana has moved to Naperville:  Who 
says you can’t come home again?  Lana has two grown children: son Chad 
who attends Arlington Heights First UMC, wife Stephanie and 19-mo-old 
Shane (a handsome little grandson of whom Lana has photos!), and 
daughter Claire who is a physician here in Naperville.  Lana’s interests are 
reading, music, art and calligraphy.  She plans to brush up on bridge this 
winter and golf in the spring.  This fall Lana is looking for just the right dog to 
rescue from a shelter.  Lana’s membership is in the Northern Illinois 
Conference, and her charge conference membership will be placed here at 

Community UMC.  Her sponsor is Bonnie Valiant. 



Ministry Reports 
Ministry Reports are arranged alphabetically by the committee or ministry team. 

College Outreach 
Hey, Community UMC youth who are now in college!  If you’re on winter break and in the area on 
Dec. 21, C3 (CUMC’s College Connection) invites you to a pizza lunch in the Youth Room (303) after 
the 11:00 services.  Come and chat with your old friends, and see how the younger generation has 
redecorated the room.  Parents of college students, please pass this invitation along – and also let 
Carol Pfeiffer, carolericp@yahoo.com, know the contact information for your student.  

Contemporary Worship 
I wanted to write to all of you and express my thanks and gratitude for the support raised for OnCenter in relation 
Meiley Swallow lease.  The OnCenter team is so thrilled to be ministering to Community Church, North Central 
College, and the community of Naperville at our new location.  I look forward to growing closer to Christ with you 
in the many exciting opportunities we have for worship in our church family. 

Joel Janis 
Director of Contemporary Worship 

Finance 

Budget Update 
The Finance Committee has revised the Provisional Budget to provide a clearer picture of our Operating Budget 
for the year 2008. This revision takes into account the Youth Director's salary and the Apportionment. The Youth 
Director's salary was budgeted for the full year. However, he was not hired until August. So, the Salary and 
Benefits line item can be reduced by $27,600. The non-budgeted balance of our Apportionment is $54,400. 

The Revised Income budget is $900,000. The Revised Expense budget is $941,000. This results in a $41,000 
deficit budget, which now includes our full Apportionment.  September showed a deficit of only $3,753, the best 
since the year 2002. October shows a deficit of $8,901, also the best since before the year 2000. 

Income for the Year to Date through October is $741,408 and the Expenses are $750,309. These good numbers 
are the result of the expenses being about 4% less that the budget. However, for the months of September and 
October the income has been about 1% less that the budget. For us to have a balanced budget for the year we 
will need to have the income about 2% more that the pledged amount. This should not a big problem for this 
congregation. All it would take is for our pledging units to contribute an extra $100. 

Many thanks to all who have the contributed to this budget.  

Elmer Schirmer 
Chair, Finance Committee 

Stewardship Sunday is November 16 
Community UMC will receive stewardship pledges on November 15 and 16 at all services.  We ask all members 
to carefully read the stewardship materials they have received in the mail and to prayerfully consider their 2009 
commitment to Community UMC’s ministries and missions.  In joyous celebration of our community, we will share 
the sacrament of Holy Communion at all services. 

Hunger Commission 

November is Ark Month 
This is the month for our kids to tackle the huge job of filling an Ark 
for Heifer Project.  Sunday School classes are studying the various 
Ark animals which will be shared with thirty needy families around the world.  Students have been given banks 
and during the month they will find jobs around the house that they can do to earn money to put in their Ark.  
Those funds will go toward sheep, ducks, cows, llamas, bees, and all the other Ark animals.  Banks will be 
returned on November 30. 

Obviously, the $5000 cost of an Ark would be an impossible goal for our kids alone.  In December, our adults will 
help by using the animals of Heifer Project to solve some of their gift-giving dilemmas.  Since 1989, Community 
UMC has contributed $145,500 to this honored charity.  That means that we have significantly changed the lives 
of 4,850 families.  With everyone sharing, we will fill another Ark in 2008. 



Library Committee 
The most recent issue of the Telescope-Messenger, newsletter of the Center for EUB Heritage, features an article 
by former Community UMC member Jarv Spreng.  It is a four-page biographical summary of the life of his 
grandfather, Bishop Samuel Spreng, who spent his retirement years in Naperville.  The newsletter is available in 
the church library. 

Another recent newsletter, that of the United Methodist Historical Society, contains a story of the September, 
2008 conference in Dayton, Ohio about the celebration of the 40 year history of the United Methodist Church and 
the role former EUB churches, such as ours, in that history. Among the speakers were former Community UMC 
member Jim Stein, who received a special award at the conference.  Dr. Stein makes a periodic visit to Naperville 
and often speaks at a session of the Couples Plus class.  This newsletter, titled the Historian's Digest, is also 
available in the church library. 

Our library makes a special effort to act as a local repository of EUB and United Methodist heritage publications, 
subscribing to several journals and newsletters in the field.  Questions about this aspect of the library's programs 
may be directed to Forrest Rice, church librarian, at any time.  Anyone wishing to become a member of the 
Library Committee and/or to volunteer in the library should also contact any library committee member. 

Members of the committee in 2009 will be Forrest Rice, Gertie Brown, Evie Burke, Ken Cox, Dave Hollander, 
Karen Lewis, Pat Stockner, Beth Hagemeyer, and two new members, Greg and Bonnie Fisher.  Unofficial 
members include the spouses and families of several of these members! 

Finally, every year some books from the library go missing.  Often they are never checked out.  Recently I spoke 
before the Couples Plus class in the parlor and while searching for a marker in a table drawer, I found two books 
missing since our January, 2008 inventory!  Please check your classes, bookshelves, and desks for any library 
materials and return them to the library.  We appreciate your help. 

Forrest Rice 
Chair, Library Committee 

Missions 

Hunter Huffman Leads Mission to Chile 
Hunter Huffman will be helping lead the Young Adults Mission Discovery trip to Curacautin, Chile January 9-19, 
2009.  The Mission Discovery program was started by Bishop Duecker as a way for Young Adults in the North 
Central Jurisdiction to experience Mission side-by-side with Young Adults in the international Methodist Church.  
Every four years, all of the international participants meet in a host USA church.  Lindsay Hartman and Hunter 
participated in the Mission Discovery program in Bolivia in 2006 At present, Hunter is a junior at Northern 
University, working in international affairs with particular emphasis on genocide.  Hunter was confirmed at 
Commuity UMC in 2003. 

Upcoming Mission Trips 
Want to be a Volunteer in Mission to Bolivia?  The Methodist Church in Chua, near 
Lake Titicaca, is growing rapidly and needs help in expanding their church facilities. 
The Northern Illinois Conference and the Iglesia Metodista Evangeliza de Bolivia 
became partners at Annual Conference, 2008.  The cost is $2000 per person; a 
deposit is needed by December 10.  The congregation has limited access to electricity, typical of rural comunities 
in Bolivia, the second poorest country in the Americas.   Contact Mavis Streyffeler, almavisS@wowway.com, for 
details. 

Stand by for the 2009 PRIMETIMERS list coming in November.  These nine programs are for the ‘over fifty is 
nifty’ age group.   

A Special Mission Discovery to CUBA, December 27, 2009-January 6, 2010.  This VIM is limited to 10 young 
adults (ages 20-30, Spanish language useful).  The Iglesia Metodista of Cuba is growing at an astounding pace; 
there are 20,000+ members in 243 congregations and hundreds of mission house churches.  This team will share 
music and mission with Cuban young adults who make up the majority of all the congregations.  Contact Mavis 
Streyffeler, almavisS@wowway.com, for details   Early commitment is helpful due to all of the paperwork.     

United Methodist Student Day 
On November 29 and 30, Community UMC will participate in the United Methodist Church’s United Methodist 
Student Day special offering.  Your gift on this special Sunday provides scholarships and loans to students 
attending United Methodist and other accredited colleges and universities.  Thank you for your support. 

This is one of six special offerings held by the United Methodist Church each year.  The offering for the other five 
Sundays this year has been:  Human Relations Day, $1583; Peace With Justice, $1425; One Great Hour of 
Sharing, $2158; Native American Sunday, $1884; and World Communion Sunday, $840. 



Music Ministry 

“Joy to the World” Christmas Concert 
We are pleased to announce that the 4th Annual Christmas Concert will start a new tradition.  “Joy to the World” 
will be our first OneCommunity Christmas Concert, embarking on an event that involves the whole of the music 
ministry of Community UMC.  The concert will begin at 2:15 pm, December 7, 2008 in Fellowship Hall with a 
reception featuring spiced cider and the music of the Community UMC bell choirs.  At 3:00 we will move to the 
Sanctuary for pieces by the OneCommunity Chorus, Children’s Choirs, and Orchestra. This event will bring the 
church together for a church-wide witness of Christ’s birth.  Please join us as we unite our voices and instruments 
to herald in the Christmas Season. 

Rehearsal dates are on the church’s on-line calendar at www.communityunitedmethodist.org (calendar button, 
lower left hand corner).  If you would prefer to receive a rehearsal schedule by e-mail or if you have any 
questions, please contact Stephen Edwards, sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org. 

Spiritual Growth and Social Witness 
As Bonnie Valiant and I entered the newest member of DuPage United, St. Mary’s Parish of West Chicago, it was 
apparent we had entered into a different space: head-sets were being distributed to the delegation of Hispanics 
from that congregation to translate the proceedings. This was the fall delegate assembly of DuPage United. 

The gathering of 150-175 persons was called to attention by the two co-chairs: Ms. Tabassum Haleem of the 
Islamic Center of Naperville and Mr. Ivan Valladolid, of the St. Mary’s Parish.  The meeting was fast-paced and 
engaging.  A roll call of the 22 member organizations was taken and represented some 7 communities in DuPage 
County with some 17 others yet to be drawn into the orbit of the organization. 

Stories of institutional development were told by representatives of Congregation Etz Chaim of Lombard, the 
People’s Resource Center of Wheaton, and St. Mary’s Parish of West Chicago.  Once again the ethnic and 
religious diversity of those present was significant. 

The highlight of the afternoon, for me, was the presence of Robert Schillerstrom, chairman of the DuPage County 
Board.  He had been present in 2006 to point out the impending budget deficit the County was facing and in 
particular the likely consequences for Human Services Grants.  In the intervening two years county officials, in 
collaboration with DuPage United, and others were able to secure a sales tax increase from the State of Illinois 
legislators to cover the impending shortfall.  Schillerstrom indicated that he intends to not only match the 
$750,000 grant level of previous years but to request that the county up that amount to a million dollars to reflect 
the growing need for human services in the county in these difficult economic times. 

If we “connect the dots” we will be made aware of Community Church’s own involvement with and financial 
support of the People’s Resource Center, one of the member groups of DuPage United, and thus the 
strengthening of its important programs in the county due at least in part to the commitment of the County Board 
whose resolve was strengthened by the involvement of DuPage United.  Let the people say, Amen! 

Six or eight of us have been involved with this organization over the past two years and we will continue to invite 
Community Church to become a sponsoring member.   

Al Streyffeler 
Spiritual Growth and Social Witness Convener 

Trustees 

Caring for Community 
The Caring for Community All Church Work-Day was a huge success. Over 50 workers on Saturday morning plus 
youth on Saturday evening all worked hard.  It was a cooperative effort between Evangelism and Trustee 
ministries. Our special thanks to Judy Burton, Eric Pfeiffer and Bill Denwood for organizing this effort. There was 
great unity and bonding of the members who came out to work. 

Grounds were cleaned, shrubs pruned or removed, trees trimmed or removed, windows washed, woodwork 
cleaned and polished. The boiler room was organized and obsolete furniture was removed from the parsonage. If 
we had hired someone to do this it would have cost the church $4000.  Your efforts saved us that money.  Plans 
are being made for combined all-church work days in January, April and October 2009. 

Another thank you to John Klein-Collins for mowing the church yard all summer; and to Luke, Jonah and Seth for 
picking up trash around the church while their dad mowed. This was another big savings to the church. Thank you 
John and boys. 

Again thanks to ALL! 

Ed Cotner 
Chair of Trustees 



United Methodist Women / Church Women United 
The United Methodist Women invite you to “Missions and Melodies” on Tuesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m.  
There will be time to share music and fellowship, look at UMW mission projects past, present, and future, and 
elect our new UMW officers. 

The UMW Evening Outreach Circle will meet on November 18, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Lois Flood, 2028 
Exmoor Ct. in  Naperville.  We will continue our study of "I Believe in Jesus." Give Lois a call at (630)420-1548 
and join us. 

The United Methodist Women’s Book Circle will meet on November 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Nancy 
Whittington, 6368 Green Road, Woodridge.  Discussion of Barbara Kingsolver’s book Animal, Vegetable, Miracle 
will be led by Marty Schwab.  If you have read the book and would like to join the discussion, please call Nancy at 
(630)961-5244. 

Church Women United’s Christmas Project is underway.  To help us send Christmas cards to Illinois prisoners, 
please drop a few signed and stamped (but not sealed) cards into the red box near the office by November 16.  If 
you would rather just donate a box of cards or a sheet of stamps, that would be great!  Contact Liz Bradley, 
(630)983-8737, with questions. 

Youth 

Advent Small Groups 
This important time in the Christian tradition has lost its meaning to a lot of students. This Advent season we are 
trying something new with our SHYFt (high school Youth Ministries) students. Each week, there will be a number 
of small groups meeting in the homes of people throughout our church. These student-led groups will have a time 
for food and socializing, and then will have a discussion about the importance and meaning of the Advent season 
as it related to that week. There is nothing like students taking something important from scripture and applying to 
their lives. That’s what will happen this Advent season. So if you’re a high school student, you’re too busy to come 
to SHYFt on Sunday nights, you want to investigate who God is and meet up with some old friends, check out the 
Advent groups from December 1- December 21.  Contact Nick Giannasi for information. 

Rake ’n’ Run 
When you have thirty students from 6th grade through 12th grade working together to help those in our community, 
it can be a really fun and exciting thing.  Rake ’n’ Run on November 9 was a great success.  Everyone had fun 
raking the yards of people in need in our community, then celebrating with hot chocolate and a game at the end. 

Community Events 
Senior Lunch Bunch 

The Senior Lunch Bunch will meet at the Olive Garden Restaurant, Rt. 59 and Ogden Ave., on Tuesday, Nov. 18 
at 11:30 a.m.  Please RSVP by Nov. 17 to Gertie Brown at (630)305-9848. 

Community Players 
The Community Players are proud to announce their production of Amateurs 
by Tom Griffin.  Directed by Ed Green , and assisted by Debbie Craig , 
Amateurs is the story of a community theater troupe at a cast party hosted by 
their friends, played by Beth Buffington  and Dave Jenkins .  This night’s 
performance and party are a little different, however, since Dorothy has arranged for the show to be reviewed by 
a well-known theater critic, Paul Cortland, played by John Klein-Collins .  Rounding out this talented ensemble 
cast are Rick Wojtowicz as Wayne, Kristin Dunlap-Berg  as Mona, Joy Sobczak  as Irene, David Hollander  as 
Ernie, Nate Burke  as Nathan, Suzanne Wills  as Jennifer, and one unforgettable ventriloquist’s dummy… 

Performances are set for November 14, 15, 21, and 22, all at 8 p.m.  Tickets are $10 each, with no student/child 
price.  Contact Ken Cox at (630)983-8707 for ticket reservations, or pick yours up on Sunday mornings at CUMC. 

2008 Church Conference 
Community UMC’s annual church conference will be held December 10, 2008, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Rev. Diana 
Facemyer, Aurora District Superintendent, will preside.  All members of Community UMC have voice and vote at 
the conference.  Those reponsible for reports to be included in the church conference booklet should submit their 
reports electronically to kcox@communityunitedmethodist.org by November 17, 2008. 



Advent 
We will be sending a special all-Advent e-Tidings on November 25, with more information about Community 
UMC’s schedule of Advent worship, fellowship, and study, including our Christmas Eve services.  Here’s what we 
currently have on the calendar: 

November 30 :  Advent Party, 3:00 p.m.  
Children can get into the spirit of the season as they bake cookies, make fun holiday crafts, and create 
fantastic gifts for their friends and family!  This is a family-friendly event for children ages preschool through 
5th grade and their families.  Contact Beth Elders to volunteer to help. 

December 1 – 21 :  Youth Advent Groups, Evenings 
High-school youth will meet in the evenings for dinner and Advent discussion.  See the article under Ministry 
Reports – Youth for more information, or contact Nick Giannasi. 

December 3, 10, 17, and 24 :  Morning Chapel Worshi p, 7:00 a.m. 
Community UMC continues its tradition of chapel services each Wednesday in Advent.  Services last about 
30 minutes, and the sacrament of Holy Communion will be shared each week. 

December 5 :  Yuletide Brunch, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
All are invited to enjoy delicious food, good fellowship and delightful holiday entertainment. This is a wonderful 
way to celebrate the Advent season.  Call the office at (630)355-1483 to make your reservation. 

December 7 :  Joy to the World Christmas Concert, 2 :15 p.m. 
Rediscover the joy of Christmas through music.  Begin in Fellowship Hall at 2:15 p.m., enjoying spiced cider 
and the music of the Community UMC bell choirs.  The concert moves to Fellowship Hall at 3:00 p.m. with 
exciting music performed by the OneCommunity chorus and orchestra. 

December 20 :  Secret Angels 
The service club for kids now includes Wesley UMC and First Congregational UCC.  Watch the church Web 
site and the announcements for more information. 

December 21 :  OnCenter Lessons and Carols, 11:00 a .m. 
OnCenter celebrates the Christmas season with a service of Scripture readings and contemporary and 
traditional Christmas music. 

December 21 :  Longest Night Service, 7:00 p.m. 
This quiet service of music, Scripture, and prayer reminds us of God’s presence in even the dark times.  
Individual pastoral prayer and anointing with oil is available during the service. 

December 24 :  Family Christmas Service, 5:00 p.m. 
This interactive and informal worship service for children of all ages features traditional Christmas carols 
interwoven with dramatic skits and a retelling of the Nativity Story. 

December 24 :  Candlelight Christmas Service, 10:30  p.m. 
This service will include Holy Communion, special music, the familiar Christmas liturgy, and the lighting of the 
Sanctuary with candles. 
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