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Welcome to Community United Methodist Church! We are 
pleased to have you as part of our faith community as we work 
together to guide our children in the discovery and understanding 
of their spiritual life, each other, and the world around them.   
 
The following pages are intended to be a reference book on the 
programs, policies, and traditions of our children’s Sunday school, 
Children’s Chapel, Children’s Choirs, Secret Angels, Rainbow 
Dancers, and other programs for children at Community United 
Methodist Church. We welcome your comments, questions, and 
assistance in making you and your child’s experience at CUMC 
meaningful and enjoyable. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Beth Elders 
Minister of Christian Education 
belders@communityunitedmethodist.org 
(630) 355-1483 ext. 14 
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Upcoming Events in Children’s Ministries … 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 13th  Rally Day/”Back-To-Church” 
Sunday! 
 
Sunday, September 20th  3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
 
Friday, October 16th   CUMC Family Movie Night – 
    “Finding Nemo” 
 
Sunday, November 22nd  Children’s Advent Workshop  
3:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, December 11th  CUMC Family Movie Night –  
    “Mulan” 
 
Thursday, December 24th Family Christmas Eve Service 
5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, April 3 rd  “Pretzels & Prayers” –  
10:30-noon Fellowship Hall Children’s Lenten Workshop 
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Community of Parents is a UMW circle supported by the Christian 
Education Committee CUMC. This parenting group provides support to 
all parents in a comfortable, fun, and family way by placing a focus on 
parents as individuals and includes the entire family as a whole.  This 
group meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 7:30-8:30 in 
Fellowship Hall for regular monthly meetings, and also gathers for 
playgroups, park days, parent-child outings, moms/dads only outings, 
and family outings.  For more information, please contact Tamara Gasior 
(rtgasior@sbcglobal.net).   
 
 

Family Movie Nights! 
Families of all ages and types (with children, couples, singles – you 
name it!) are invited to bring their blankets and come to Fellowship Hall 
for a night of food, fellowship, and fun!  We’ll pop popcorn and eat 
some thematic “munchies” (to match the theme of the movie, of course!) 
as we watch a fun family-friendly movie!  After the movie, we’ll break 
into small groups and discuss how themes presented in the movie pertain 
to our walk of faith!  Invite your friends and families for these exciting 
nights! (6:00-8:30 p.m.) 
October 16 – Finding Nemo 
December 11 – Mulan 
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Sunday Morning Schedule: 

 
 

8:30 – Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
9:30 – Sunday School for all ages  
  Classes available for children and youth: 
   2 & 3-year-old 
   4 years old/pre-Kdg/Kindergarten 
   1st & 2nd Grade 
   3rd-5th Grade 
   Middle School (6th-8th Grade)  
   Sr. High School (9th-12th Grade)  
 
11:00 – Worship: 
      Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
      OnCenter Worship at Zucker Hall, Sts. Peter & Paul 
 
11:00 – Children’s Chapel 
       Held at both worship service locations for children 
     ages 4 through 3rd grade 
 
 
(Nursery Care is provided at all worship services as well as during 
the Sunday school hour.) 
 
 
 

Please look on the following pages for more information on 
these or other children’s ministry offerings at CUMC! 
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Nursery Care 
The nursery at Community United Methodist Church is where we 
provide a child’s first experience of Christian Community. Children 
from birth through two years of age are welcomed by experienced 
caregivers each week.  Paid caregivers are assisted by adult volunteers in 
providing the ministries to our youngest children.  Nursery care is 
available on Sunday mornings from 8:30-noon and is also available 
during many evening activities and meetings.   
 
 

9:30 Children’s Sunday School  
Sunday School at Community United Methodist Church depends upon 
the many parents and other adults who contribute their time to help build 
our faith community and pass on to our children the traditions, stories, 
and practices of their faith.   
 
The curriculum used during our 9:30 services (Toddlers and Twos for 
the 2 & 3’s classroom, Rock Solid for the 4-years-old through 5th grade 
classrooms, and Claim the Life in the Middle School classroom) give 
young people an opportunity to learn and grow in their faith through age-
appropriate multisensory activities, crafts, stories, and games – each 
designed to give children an opportunity to know God through Jesus and 
build a solid foundation of faith. 
 
Sunday School at CUMC is built around the importance of parent 
involvement and connection.  In this way, we ensure that our parents are 
involved and connected in their children’s faith education and that our 
Sunday School rooms and our Nursery are staffed with the number of 
adults outlined in our Safe Sanctuaries Plan. This plan states that each 
room must be staffed by two people at all times.  To achieve this goal, 
we invite our families to contribute 6 to 8 Sundays of volunteer service 
in their child(ren)’s classroom.   
 

 9 

IGNITE (4 th, 5th, & 6th grades) 
Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 are invited to be part of this fellowship 
group which meets monthly for fellowship and conversation.  Youth in 
this group also serve in worship (in both services) each Sunday morning, 
lighting the candles (Sanctuary services only) and assisting the OnCenter 
leaders in the worship service (by serving as greeters, grushers, etc.).  
For more information on this group, please contact Nick Giannasi 
(ngiannasi@communityunitedmethodist.org).  
 

Children’s Choirs 
Children’s Choirs meet at 4:30 on Wednesday afternoons (beginning 
September 10th). 
o Joyful Noise is our preschool choir consisting of children ages 3-5. 

In this group, children learn the basics to vocal production and the 
fundamentals of worship. In addition to music, children also do 
crafts and Bible study on a weekly basis. This group participates in 
our annual Christmas concert in addition to singing periodically 
from September through May. 

o Hosanna Choir is our younger elementary children's choir 
consisting of 1st through 5th graders. This choir begins to learn 
about the liturgical calendar and how music is used in worship. They 
also learn to read music and rhythms. They sing periodically in 
worship from September to May and participate in our annual 
Christmas concert.  

For more information on our CUMC’s children’s choirs, please contact 
Stephen Edwards (sedwards@communityunitedmethodist.org). 
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Children and Worship  
Children belong to the faith community of Community United Methodist 
Church.  Jesus saw children as important in their own right and as part of 
God’s realm. (Luke 18:16, Mt. 18:3)  Through worship, Sunday School, 
Children’s Chapel, Children’s Choirs and other opportunities, we help 
nurture our children in their faith and their relationship with God. 
 
We want children to feel comfortable in joining in singing, praying and 
the partaking of sacraments. During the program year, Children’s Chapel 
runs concurrent with our 11:00 worship services (after Children’s Time 
or the Drama) for children through 3rd grade.  During this time together, 
children learn and explore the how’s and why’s of worship, helping 
them build a firm understanding of worship from which to grow upon as 
a youth and adult. 
 
In order to allow our Children’s Chapel volunteers, as well as our 
children and their parents to worship and receive Holy Communion 
together, we do not hold Children’s Chapel on the 1st Sunday of each 
month (Communion Sundays).  Children are invited to join their families 
in worship as they learn about this special sacrament.  (Children in the 
2’s and 3’s classroom will remain in their classrooms and receive 
Communion as a part of their lesson.) 
 
We encourage parents to be models for worship.  Your active 
participation in singing, praying, attending to the Word, as well as your 
enthusiasm as a disciple is being watched and heard by your young ones. 
 

Secret Angels (1st-5th grades) 
Secret Angels is CUMC’s service organization for elementary-age 
children, helping children learn how to serve others throughout the 
world, the nation, or in their own community.  Through their 
involvement in Secret Angels, children see that they can help make a 
difference in the world, sharing God’s love with others, right now.  You 
do not have to wait to “grow up” to serve others! 
Secret Angels meets several times throughout the academic year – watch 
for more information on upcoming service opportunities! 
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11:00 Children’s Chapel  
Immediately following Children’s Time (in the Sanctuary) and the 
Drama/Children’s Time (in OnCenter), children ages 4 through 3rd grade 
are invited to come together for Children’s Chapel – a time for children 
to worship and learn together in a fun and developmentally-appropriate 
way. 
 
While the older children, youth, and adults hear the Scripture passages 
for the day proclaimed in the sermon, children ages 4 through 3rd grade 
will do the same!  During their time together, the children will hear more 
about the Scripture(s) and discover ways that they can apply the message 
of the day in their own lives of faith.  Children’s Chapel lasts for 
approximately 15-20 minutes, after which children are escorted back 
into worship with their families for the conclusion of the service.  In this 
way, children learn the importance of worshipping in “big church” and 
learn the elements of worship (prayer, songs, etc.) along side their 
families, while also hearing the Scripture illumined in a 
developmentally-appropriate way. 
 
Children’s Chapel opening and closing worship will take place in Room 
204 during the Sanctuary service, and will take place in the classroom 
directly across the hallway from Zucker Hall during the OnCenter 
service. 
 

11:00 2 and 3 Year-Olds Sunday School 
Children ages two and three are invited to join the two and three year-
old Sunday school class during the 11:00 worship services.  Parents may 
drop their children off in Room 207 before worship begins, or bring 
them after Children’s Time (Sanctuary service only).  Parents who are 
worshipping at OnCenter should sign their child(ren) in before the 
service begins (no earlier than 10:45).  When they sign in, parents are 
asked to provide their cell phone number to the teachers in order to be 
contacted in case of emergency.  (We ask that families place their cell 
phones on vibrate during the service.)  Parents without a cell phone will 
be given a pager. 
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Sign-In & Out Procedures 
We ask that parents sign their children (birth through 5th grade) into all 
Sunday morning ministries and Children’s Choirs each week.   Sign-in 
can be done at the doors to the Choir rooms and child’s Sunday School 
room. During our 11:00 worship services, parents are asked to complete 
a “Passport” (located in the pews of the Sanctuary or on the table at 
OnCenter), indicating essential information about the child on the form.     

 
Children’s Ministry Volunteers 
There are many ways for parents and other adults to lend a hand in our 
9:30 children’s Sunday school classrooms and 11:00 children’s chapel 
ministries!   Please contact Beth Elders 
(belders@communityunitedmethodist.org) for information on how you 
can lend a hand in our Sunday morning ministries! 
 

Children’s Council 
Facilitated by Beth Elders and using the Proactive Parenting video 
series, this informal group gets together once a month in the Parlor to 
discuss parenting issues & ideas/tools.  Come join us for coffee 
(complimentary Starbucks is served!) and conversation after you drop 
your children off at choir! 
 

Children’s Seasonal Workshops 
Throughout the year we offer two liturgical/seasonal workshops for 
elementary school aged children that help them learn more about these 
special times of the year and grow in their faith.  Mark your calendars 
for our Children’s Lenten Workshop – held on “Holy Saturday” (April 
3rd) for our Fourth Annual “Pretzels and Prayers” children’s Lenten 
Workshop from 10:30-noon in Fellowship Hall.   
Our Children’s Advent Workshop will be held on November 22nd at 3:00 
in Fellowship Hall.  Children of all ages are invited to make Advent 
Wreaths and other fun Advent crafts during this festive CUMC holiday 
tradition! 
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Safe Sanctuaries - Protection Plan 
Community United Methodist Church adheres to the denominational and 
conference requirements of a “Safe Sanctuaries Plan”, and also has a 
Child Abuse Prevention Policy for safe ministries with children and 
youth (birth through age 18).  We do this not only because it is required 
by the conference and the denomination, but also because we want to 
continue to keep our children safe at CUMC. 
What this means: 

·  We will have 2 adults present in each room of children and youth.   
·  Any youth volunteers will be at least 5 years older than the children 

they are assisting and will have an adult present in the classroom with 
them. 

·  There is advance notice given to parents and to the Minister of 
Christian Education regarding any food served in classrooms or any 
trips out of the building. 

·  Each children and youth ministry volunteer will complete a background 
check.  

·  All children ages birth through 5th grade will be signed in and out of all 
Sunday morning ministries and other activities by a parent or guardian 
over the age of 16.   

Adult volunteers will immediately report any behavior that seems 
abusive or inappropriate to Beth Elders. 
 

Stewardship 
Stewardship is an attitude about life.  It goes beyond collecting money 
for the church.  Stewardship begins with creation and God’s gift of life.  
As we understand creation and life as God’s gifts to us, we begin to 
realize that we must do something with these gifts.  We must learn how 
to take care of the world and how to share our lives with others.  Our 
understanding of stewardship influences how we go about making 
decisions in a changing world.  
Community United Methodist Church invites all children to participate 
in acts of stewardship.  (Children are invited to fill out a stewardship 
card in the fall of each year, indicating ways that they can give of their 
prayers, presence, gifts, and service.)  Our emphasis is on making the 
gesture and understanding it--the gift itself is not important.  We want 
children to establish a habit of sharing life’s gifts at a level appropriate 
for them and to help them understand how it can make a difference in 
the world.    
 


